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Percentages below show how many residents in each
demographic category were uninsured in northwest
Harris County in 2018.

Cy-Fair's uninsuredrate
expected toincrease
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and therefore was not enough to make
a voter eligible for a mail ballot.

“We agree, of course, that a voter
can take into consideration aspects
of his health history that are physical
conditions in deciding whether, under

Debates ensue over voting in Harris
County during coronavirus pandemic

BY SHAWN ARRAJJ

“I'DON'T SEE THIS
CONFLICT GOING
AWAY REGARDLESS
OF WHATEVER

IS RESOLVED

FOR JULY."

RENEE CROSS, SENIOR DIRECTOR
OF THE HOBBY SCHOOL OF
PUBLIC AFFAIRS WITH THE
UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

Efforts to expand access to mail bal-
lots in Texas during the coronavirus
have been blocked in several recent
court rulings, including a May 27 ruling
by the Texas Supreme Court.

However, in that same ruling,
Supreme Court justices upheld a
piece of voting law that essentially
allows voters to decide for themselves

Become a #CommunityPatron

Please join your friends and neighbors in support
of Community Impact Newspaper's legacy of local,
reliable reporting by making a contribution. Any
amount matters. Together, we can continue to
ensure our citizens stay informed and keep our

local businesses thriving.

SUPPORT
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whether they qualify for a mail ballot
and said election officials are not obli-
gated to verify those qualifications.

In the May 27 ruling, the Supreme
Court agreed with state officials, who
argued that a lack of immunity to
COVID-19—the disease caused by the
coronavirus—did not qualify as a “dis-
ability” in and of itself under state law,

SPONSORED BY

» ‘America's ER

» Houston Methodist
+ LoneStar College

the circumstances, to apply to vote by
mail because of disability,” the court
wrote. “We disagree that lack of immu-

nity, by itself, is one of them.”
Meanwhile, a separate but similar
lawsuit is making its way through fed-
eral court, where an appeals court also
ruled against expanding mail ballot
CONTINUED ON 32
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Barker Cypress & Tuckerton Rd. Spring Cypress & Grant Rd. Kluge & Grant Rd. Telge & Willowcreek Ranch Rd.

Other Caldwell Communities:

@ Dol Wokt MISSION I@ck
CHAMRB:NRgHCREEK _SWEETGRASS (‘J/CM &

Take advantage of historically low interest rates and make your move into the incredible
new home you’ve been dreaming of! Best of all, in this buyer’s market you can build
meaningful equity while enjoying the staycation lifestyle you’'ve been longing for.

Explore our communities and discover just how easy it is to find the home, and lifestyle
of your dreams today.

Experience all we have to offer at CaldwellCommunities.com
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During the coronavirus

o
GEttlng pandemic, we are:
your annual
i !
mammaogram 1S
o o Screening all patients when
Stlll Im Po rta nt. scheduling appointments

and upon arrival.

Houston Methodist can see you safely. 0
Getting your annual mammogram is one of the most M
important steps you can take to stay healthy. That's why _

B tC Cent taki Wearing masks and other
our Breast Care Centers are taking every necessary sersonal protective equipment
precaution during the coronavirus pandemic to keep while providing patient care.

you and our staff members safe.

Implementing additional
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HOUSTON METHODIST o X sanitation processes
° e Wi N&f to disinfect all equipment
¢ " and surfaces.
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o
[ ™ Redesigning waiting rooms

and check-in procedures
to ensure social distancing.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/breast-care-wb or call
281.737.PINK (7465) to schedule your mammogram today.

HOUSTON

Methalist

BREAST CARE CENTER
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Texas Children’s is dedicated to providing the very best for
our patients and their families. That commitment remains
stronger than ever today as we confront this current
challenging and ever-changing situation. As always, we are
proud to offer you the same great care you know and trust —

now with the safest, most convenient ways to access it.

Appointments Available

We are open and have availability for clinic and virtual visits.
You can schedule a new appointment, reschedule an existing
appointment to a sooner virtual visit and even add yourself to
a wait list in MyChart. To make an appointment or reschedule,
please visit texaschildrens.org/appts or contact your care

team directly.

Resilient and strong
for our patients and
their families.

"
Texas Children’s
Hospital’

Access to Care

Texas Children’s looks forward to seeing you soon, either

virtually or in clinic:

o Virtual visits — We are able to convert many clinic visits
to virtual visits, either via phone or video. If you have an
appointment, the specialty clinic will contact you directly if
a virtual visit is available.

¢ Clinic visits — If you need to come in for a visit, we
have taken every precaution to keep you and our staff
safe. When you arrive, you will experience a health
screening and be issued a mask, be surrounded by a
clean environment, and treated with care by medical staff
wearing the right protective gear and following the latest

safety protocols.

Texas Children’s wants you to know that we are here to support you, serve as a trusted resource, and most importantly, continue to

provide the health care children need. Please visit texaschildrens.org/appts to schedule your new or return visit today.

289054_20

© 2020 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. MPR
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HASTON LAW FIRM, P.C.

DIVORCE & FAMILY LAW

Call to schedule your consultation = (281) 890-1300
12807 Jones Road, Houston, TX 77070 = hastonlaw.com

Are we more
accessible than ever?
Bank on it.

With the myTrustmark® app — plus an
extensive network of drive-thrus and
ATMs — it's easy to connect with us. So you
can bank your way, anytime, anywhere.

Visit trustmark.com to learn more.

///// Trustmark
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iomuva A_C_I_ THIS ISSUE

Rl . L L HIGHLIGHTS FROM THIS MONTH

LOCAL. USEFUL. EVERYONE GETS IT.®

FROM KIM: Since the beginning of 2017, | have been a part

MARKET TEAM of Community Impact Newspaper and am excited to join our
Cy-Fair edition as general manager. | am proud to have called
Cy-Fair home since 2005. In addition to our mission of letting
residents know what is going on in their backyards and helping
local businesses grow, our family-owned company's purpose
is to be a light for our readers, customers, partners and each
other. Be the light for someone today, and as always, thank
you for being a valued reader.

METRO LEADERSHIP Kim Giannetti, GENERAL MANAGER

FROM DANICA: We hope you enjoy this year's Health

Care Edition, which takes an in-depth look at the region's

uninsured population (see Page 28) and continues to explore
oLl Ll bl how COVID-19 is affecting our neighbors. Despite ongoing

challenges from the virus, you will also find announcements of

new businesses opening and updates on local projects moving

forward.

Danica Lloyd, EDITOR

WHO WE ARE
THIS ISSUE BY THE NUMBERS

4332 9= 49 25

Local sources New businesses Hospitals Salons

BECOMEA #COMMUNITYPATRON
ADVERTISEWITHUS LIVE UPDATES

Our local teams tailor Visit our website for
campaigns for all business free access to the

sizes and industries wanting latest news, photos

to reach their customer and infographics about
base and accomplish their your community and
financial goals. Our products nearby cities.

include newspaper ads; mailbox-targeted
CONTACTUS sticky notes, inserts and direct mail; and
digital options. We also partner with
Community Impact Printing for nationwide

specialty orders. Our advertising clients self- DAILY INBOX
report 97% satisfaction with their overall

SUPPORT

JOURNALISM

communityimpact.com

experience, and a recent third-party Readex Sign up for our daily
survey proved 78% of paper recipients read newsletter to receive
three of the last four editions, and from the latest headlines
what they read 83% "took action" of some direct to your inbox.
i i |
kind. Contact us today for more info! communityimpact.com/
communityimpact.com/advertising newsletter
I
M+E-D-1-A — WE'VE TEAMED UP TO

IMPACT BRING YOU MORE OF THE

STORIES YOU CARE ABOUT

unts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Motorcycle and
es are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. Homeowners, renters and condo coverages are written through
ed insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Boat and PWC coverages are
n by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance
ashington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gekco image © 19938-2019. © 2013 GEICO
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IMPACTS

Businesses that have recently opened or are coming soon, relocating or expanding
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MAP NOT TO SCALE @

NOW OPEN

@ The Toasted Yolk celebrated its grand
opening June 15 at 27008 Hwy. 290, Ste.
100, Cypress. The eatery is open from

7 a.m.-3 p.m. daily and serves breakfast,
brunch and lunch. Menu items include
omelets, pancakes, salads, sandwiches
and soups. www.thetoastedyolk.com

e A new sweets shop opened May 22 at
Fairfield Town Center, 28610 Hwy. 290,
Cypress. Sleek Creperie & Cafe serves sa-
vory and sweet crepes with waffles, coffee
and gourmet chocolates. 281-213-2108.
www.facebook.com/sleekfairfield

0 Which Wich sandwich shop opened
June 1 at Fairfield Town Center, 28902
Hwy. 290, Ste. J-03, Cypress. The eatery
serves customizable sandwiches, wraps,
salads, fries, cakes and shakes, among
other menu items. Catering and delivery
services are also available.
832-653-6381. www.whichwich.com

@ Local entrepreneur Jose Moril-

lo opened Camp Bow Wow on June

12 at 16641 Telge Road, Cypress. The
8,700-square-foot site features 75 cabins
for dogs, eight teacup suites, and five
indoor and outdoor play spaces. Services
include overnight stays, day camps and a
24-hour monitoring system. Morillo owns

TM; © 2020 COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER CO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

two other Camp Bow Wow locations in
the Houston area. 281-826-9881.
www.campbowwow.com/cypress

6 The Olive Tree Counseling opened
May 1 at 12262 Queenston Blvd., Ste. E,
Cypress. The business, run by Kristin Car-
penter, offers a full range of mental health
services both in office and by teletherapy.
The office serves clients age 10 and older
and specializes in young adults; caregivers;
people with disabilities; and people experi-
encing anxiety, depression, trauma or grief.
Self-pay and insurance are both accepted
at the new practice. 281-743-3468.
www.theolivetreecounseling.com

The Toasted Yolk

COURTESY THE TOASTED YOLK

G Pollo Bravo Express opened June
10 at 6871 N. Fry Road, Katy, at the
southwest corner of FM 529. The Peru-
vian-Mexican restaurant, which has five
locations across Houston, specializes in
Peruvian-style rotisserie chicken, which
is marinated in a mixture of 25 different
ingredients. Other menu items include
Peruvian-style spaghetti, ceviche and
taquitos. www.pollobravoexpress.com

@ Mexpozole Restaurant, an Aztec-in-
spired Mexican restaurant, opened May
27 at 6871 Fry Road, Ste. 112, Katy, near
the FM 529 intersection. The eatery—
which is open for dining in, takeout and
delivery through Uber Eats—features a
range of traditional Mexican dishes and
specializes in pozole, a traditional Mex-
ican soup made with hominy and chile
peppers. 832-835-7584.
www.mexpozolerestaurant.com

e A new location of the financial
services company Edward Jones opened
May 21 at 17302 House & Hahl Road, Ste.
205, Cypress. The office is run by Eric
Reed, who has been with Edward Jones
since 2000. Services include wealth
management; advice on retirement and
college savings; advice on stocks, bonds
and mutual funds; and advice for business
owners. Edward Jones is also a licensed
insurance provider. 281-855-1581.
www.edwardjones.com

9 Dr. Urmeel Patel began seeing
patients earlier this year at Millennium
Physicians' new oncology office, located
at 27700 Hwy. 290, Ste. 330, Cypress, in
the Memorial Hermann Cypress building.
Patel is board certified in medical oncol-
ogy and hematology. 281-440-5006.
www.millenniumphysicians.com
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Sleek Creperie & Cafe

COURTESY SLEEK CREPERIE & CAFE

COMING SOON

@ Construction on a new location of
In-N-Out Burger is underway at 7611 FM
1960, Houston. Carl Arena, vice president
of real estate and development for the
company, said in an email that while the
store was in "the later stages of con-
struction,"” officials are not yet announc-
ing an opening date. The California-based
burger joint has dozens of locations in
Texas and ventured into the Houston area
late last year with locations in Katy and
Stafford. Along with burgers, fries and
shakes are also on the menu.
800-786-1000. www.in-n-out.com

m Cypress residents Leanna and David
Barton are opening Play Street Museum
in mid-June at 25712 Hwy. 290, Ste. E,
Cypress. The small-format children's
museum is designed to encourage young
children's imagination and creativity. The
farm-themed children's venue features
interactive educational exhibits and
offers private parties. 281-717-2239.
www.playstreetmuseum.com

RELOCATIONS

@ Dr. Steve Stanton, owner of Houston
Podiatry, relocated his business in May
from 7905 Hwy. 6 N., Houston, to 9740
Barker Cypress Road, Ste. 108B, Cypress.
The office provides services related to
sports medicine, pediatric care, geriatric
care and wound care, among other areas
of podiatry. Officials said the move was
needed because the business outgrew its
old space, where it had operated for the
past 15 years. 281-550-3338.
www.houstonpodiatry.com

Play Street Museum

COURTESY PLAY STREET MUSEUM

EXPANSIONS

G Master-planned community Amira
is adding 113 acres of property to its
development at 20508 Mueschke Road,
Tomball. The added land will equate

to an additional 400 new homes in the
community, according to a May 18 news
release. Johnson Development opened
Amira last fall and has thus far sold

175 homes, officials said. Prices start at
$220,000 for floor plans by developer
Beazer Homes and at $240,000 for floor
plans by developer Perry Homes.
www.amiratexas.com

Cypress residents Stanley and Ashley
Anemelu recently added new features

to their mobile application LocalServes,
which offers pictorial menus for restau-
rants throughout the Cy-Fair area and
beyond. During the coronavirus pandemic
they added the ability for restaurants

to indicate their ordering and delivery op-
tions. The app also offers an alternative
to physical menus in restaurants, officials
said. www.localserves.com

IN THE NEWS

m Howard Hughes Corp. announced
May 21 that Cy-Fair ISD officials final-
ized the purchase of a 16.7-acre plot of
land in the master-planned community
for Elementary School No. 57, which

is slated to open in time for the 2022-

23 academic year. Construction of the
120,000-square-foot, two-story campus
is included in the $1.2 billion bond passed
in 2014. The school will be located off
Tuckerton Road near Fry Road in the
Parkland Village neighborhood. Officials
said the new campus will hold 1,092 stu-

TREE

SERVICE

FIND OUT WHAT
MAKES US THE BEST

mnuvicvey will

t. Minimum of $450

Andrew Mitcham will open the brewery this summer. (Courtesy Senate Avenue Brewing Co.)

FEATURED IMPACT

COMING SOON

Jersey Village Mayor Andrew Mitcham
said he plans to open Senate Avenue
Brewing Co. in late June or early July

at 16000 Dillard Drive, Ste. F, Jersey
Village. The 4,800-square-foot facility
will have 12 craft beers on tap; patio
games; a large green space for children;
and a full kitchen serving pizza, burgers
and seafood, among other items.

Mitcham said the business will be open
for lunch and dinner daily as well as
brunch on the weekends.

The Jersey Village native said he is
excited to bring a unique business to
the city that can cater both to its retired

population and young families moving to

the area.

"I've been involved in the local

dents, and attendance boundaries will be
determined in late 2021 or early 2022.

CLOSINGS

@ Acute Workshop announced on
Facebook on May 10 that the DIY studio
will close its 20510 West Road, Ste. 100,
Cypress, location permanently. Acute
Workshop opened in July 2018 and
offered classes for adults and children
to decorate signs, centerpiece boxes,
serving trays, canvas pillows and other

community since | was a kid, and just
over the years that I've been involved,
there has always been a lack of quality
restaurants and community gathering
spaces," he said. “The byproduct is
people have conversations and they
learn about each other, and it makes

for a better community. That's a direct
reflection of what craft beer can do for a
community."

www.facebook.com/senateave

DILLARD
DR.
\J

{8
=)

SENATE Ay

projects. 281-386-0396.
www.acuteworkshop.com

@ crystal Bay Designs closed in mid-
March due to the coronavirus outbreak,
and owners Kevin and Erica Ryan said in
an April 20 Facebook post they will not
reopen its doors at 11438 Cypress North
Houston Road, Cypress. However, the
business will continue operating online,
according to the post. The website offers
iron-on transfers, glitters and rhine-
stones, among other design elements.
www.crystalbaydesigns.com

INSPIRE
EDUCATE
TRANSFORM
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Damion Smith | Cancer Survivor

plan that defeated his cancer and saved his voice -
Choose MD Anderson first. Call 1-888-343-9290 or visit FindYourMDAnderson.com.

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS

erso
—aRcer ente

2019-20 Making Cancer History"
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES

Texas Central wins
court case over
eminent domain

BY SHAWN ARRAJJ

A key decision in a lawsuit affect-
ing plans for a high-speed rail line
connecting Houston to Dallas was
handed down May 7 when the Texas
13th Court of Appeals determined
Texas Central, the company planning
the rail line, to be legally recognized
as a railroad company in Texas.

Plaintiffs in the case—James Miles
v. Texas Central—said they plan to
appeal it to the Texas Supreme Court.

The decision, provided it is not
reversed by the Supreme Court,
allows Texas Central to use eminent
domain to obtain land where the line
will run. Some landowners along the
proposed route—including plaintiff
James Miles, who lives in Leon
County—have refused to sell their
land to Texas Central, making the ‘operating’ to solely the present
future of the rail uncertain. tense. We decline to do so,” Longoria

Eminent domain involves the tak- wrote.
ing of private property for public use, Texas Central CEO Carlos Aguilar
even against the will of the owner. lauded the decision.

Only particular entities are allowed to “This decision is rooted in state
use it under state law, including rail- law that allows survey access and
road companies. Officials with Texas use of eminent domain by railroads,
Central have previously said they pipelines, electrical lines and other
only intend to use eminent domain as industries that provide for the public
“a last resort” and would compensate good and a strong economy,” he
landowners fairly. said in a statement. “This decision

Miles, who won his case at trial confirms our status as an operating
court in 2019, argued Texas Central railroad and allows us to continue
is not operating a railroad because it moving forward with our permitting
does not own any trains and has not process and all of our other design,
constructed any tracks, among other engineering and land acquisition
issues. In her ruling, appeals court efforts.”

Judge Nora Longoria reversed the In a statement, Miles’ attorney
trial court decision. Blake Beckham said the ruling creates

A company looking to build a high-speed rail line between Houston and Dallas won a
key court case May 7. The case is expected to be appealed to the Texas Supreme Court.
(Courtesy Texas Central)

a “wild, wild west” of eminent
domain authority in Texas.

“This court of appeals ruling has
only strengthened our resolve to keep
fighting to protect not only our prop-
erty but the private property rights of
all Texans,” Miles and Beckham said
in a statement.

Initial hopes among Texas Central
leadership were to break ground in
2020 and be operational in five to
six years. The company laid off 28
employees during the coronavirus
pandemic, but officials said they are
still working through the approval
process with the Federal Railroad
Administration.

In the wake of the outbreak,
some state and federal lawmakers
have lobbied federal transportation
officials to suspend the review
process for the project. Texas Central
officials estimate the project will cost
$20 billion, money they said will be
raised through private investment.
Opponents said that funding is not
likely to be raised while the pandemic
is ongoing.

Longoria wrote that her decision
was based on the language of the
Texas Transportation Code and the
intention of the state lawmakers who
wrote it.

“Miles’s interpretation would have
this court ignore the Legislature’s
instruction ... by limiting the word

PROJECT UPDATES

WORTHAM BLVD. >

COPPER GROVE
BLVD.

\WId 39a1¥a13 N E

<]

Hwy. 6 bridge construction

The Texas Department of Transpor-
tation is building a four-lane flyover
bridge that will connect Hwy. 6 and
FM 1960 over Hwy. 290 from North
Eldridge Parkway to Copper Grove
Boulevard.

The project is on track to be done by
late 2020 with most related lane clo-
sures running through November.

Timeline: September 2019-late 2020
Cost: $41.4 million
Funding source: TxDOT

METRO REOPENS
PARK & RIDE
FACILITIES ON
LIMITED BASIS

The Metropolitan Transit Authority of
Harris County reopened park and ride
facilities May 18 along all major free-
way corridors to downtown Houston.
Services operate from 5-9 a.m. for
inbound trips and from 3 -7 p.m. for
outbound trips. Buses are scheduled
to pick up passengers approximately
every 15 minutes. Park and ride routes
serving the Texas Medical Center will
continue operating on a regular week-
day schedule.

Affordable Luxury Senior Living

There's Never a Dull Moment at Park Creek!

Our residents are always up to something! Between daily
activities, frequent events, and convenient amenities, you
won't find a single bored face here.

*PARK CREEK

INDEPENDENT LIVING

Call Today & Learn More! 281-941-8359

16718 Huffmeister Rd. - Cypress, Texas 77429 - www.CypressSeniors.com
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Serve the Cy-Fair community
as a volunteer firefighter.
Learn more: www.cyfairfd.org

BILLION-DOLLARBUDGET

Cy-Fair ISD's preliminary budget for 2020-21 includes more than
$1 billion in expenditures before employee salary increases.

$541.7M: Local revenue

$1.02B: Base expenditures

$21M: Federal revenue —l

TOTAL REVENUE

$995.8M

il $44.9M

TOTAL SHORTFALL

$24.5M: Base deficit
/ $20.4M: Additional expenditures

R4

SOURCE: CY-FAIR ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Preliminary CFISD budget
includes $1billionin expenses

BY DANICA LLOYD

Cy-Fair ISD could see up to a
$44.9 million shortfall in fiscal year
2020-21 with teacher salary raises and
additional funding for coronavirus
response efforts, Chief Financial
Officer Karen Smith said May 11.
“The deficit assumes all positions
will be filled, all budgeted funds
will be spent, tax collections will
slightly decrease [and] average daily
attendance will be less and includes
additional one-time funding for
COVID-19 of $10 million,” she said.
Board members adopted a $992.3
million budget for FY 2019-20 with
a $27.5 million deficit. However,
Smith said she anticipates a balanced
budget by the end of FY 2019-20.

Budget considerations

Smith said she anticipates about
$995.8 million in revenue next year.
The budget includes $1.02 billion in
expenses and a $24.5 million shortfall
before pay increases, for which
the board will choose between two
options.

The first option is implementing a
one-time payment of $500 or $1,000
into the base salary for all employees

for $12.3 million. The second option
involves these one-time payments
and increasing salaries by 1% for an
additional $8.1 million.

“Although this would increase the
estimated budget deficit to $44.9
million, the district has a healthy
fund balance and has not realized
prior budget deficits,” Smith said.

CFISD has a current fund balance
of $518.7 million, or about 6 1/2
months in expenses, she said.

Additionally, hiring teachers and
paraprofessionals to accommodate
enrollment growth will cost CFISD
about $11.6 million.

One of the biggest changes the
school district will face in the
upcoming academic year is adapting
services as needed due to the corona-
virus pandemic.

“The preliminary budget was built
understanding that there will be
additional cost to keep our employ-
ees and students safe, provide our
students the resources for various
learning options and to provide
remediation due to lost instruction,”
Smith said.

The board of trustees is expected
to adopt the FY 2020-21 budget at the
June 15 board meeting.
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Group gives update on creek quality

BY SHAWN ARRAJJ

A group working to improve water
quality along Cypress Creek revealed
some preliminary solutions at a
May 29 virtual meeting, including
reducing pet waste along the creek
and improving area sewer systems.

The group, Cypress Creek Water-
shed Partnership, has been working
to identify pollution sources—namely
fecal matter—along the creek since
last July. If unaddressed, water qual-
ity is likely to continue to deteriorate
as the area becomes more developed,
which would have negative effects
on health, the environment and the
economy, said Justin Bower, a senior
planner with the Houston-Galveston
Area Council who is overseeing the
partnership’s work.

The partnership is aiming to reduce
pollution levels by varying degrees
spanning 64%-74% at different
segments along the creek. On May 29,
officials revealed the vast majority
of pollution—about 75%—can be
attributed to pet waste.

“Overall what we’re trying to
do is change the behaviors of pet
owners,” Bower said. “A big part of
what we need to do is make people
more aware of the negative impacts
of pet waste and the role they have
in that”

Possible solutions include more
pet waste stations, increasing the
number of dog parks and existing
capacity, and looking to homeown-
ers associations and apartment
complexes to help with enforce-
ment, Bower said. Solutions would
be targeted at the more developed
parts of Cypress Creek, largely
focusing on downstream areas
but also including master-planned
communities upstream.

Although sewer systems only
account for about 4% of creek
pollution, Bower said they are still
of concern because human waste
has more severe health conse-
quences, especially in instances
where a system overflows into a
neighborhood.

TXDOT reversing
Hwy. 249 ramps

BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

The Texas Department of Trans-
portation began a three-month
project April 20 to reverse the
Hwy. 249 northbound entrance
and exit ramps between Jones and
Spring Cypress roads.

According to TxDOT Public
Information Officer Danny Perez,
the $2.6 million project will reverse
the existing entrance/exit ramp
configuration to an exit/entrance
configuration by shifting the new
exit ramp south of the current
entrance ramp. Perez said the proj-
ect aims to ease traffic congestion
the interchange’s current design
facilitates.

Perez said the project is
expected to eliminate the queue
back onto the main lanes for driv-
ers exiting to Spring Cypress Road.
The project also includes restriping
the Hwy. 249 northbound frontage
road approach to Chasewood Park
Drive.

HWY. 249 RAMP REVERSAL

The project will reverse the existing
entrance/exit ramp configuration to an
exit/entrance configuration.

CURRENT DESIGN
N

SPRING
CYPRESS RD.

SPRING
CYPRESS RD.

Timeline: April 20-July 20

Cost: $2.6 million (80% federal,
20% state)

Funding source: Texas Department
of Transportation

SOURCE: TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Now Scheduling Both VIRTUAL

and IN-PERSON Appointments!

Whether your new to the Kelsey-Seybold family or a current
patient, you have a choice of where you can safely get care.
Call our 24/7 Contact Center at 713-442-0000 to
schedule a same day or next-day virtual Video Visit or,

for non-respiratory illnesses, an in-person appointment

at a Kelsey-Seybold Clinic near you.

Our doctors and clinical teams are here for you now and

in the future.

16 Kelsey-Seybold Clinic

Changing the way health cares:

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS and more than 50 HEALTH PLANS, including Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Cigna, and
UnitedHealthcare. Also accepting two Medicare Advantage plans, KelseyCare Advantage and WellCare TexanPlus.
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John Ogletree: George Floyd's
death a ‘'watershed moment'

BY DANICA LLOYD

Between graduation ceremonies
for Cy-Fair ISD’s class of 2020, school
board member and First Metropol-
itan Church’s senior pastor John
Ogletree attended a June 2 march in
downtown Houston honoring George
Floyd, the black man who was killed
in the custody of the Minneapolis
Police Department on May 25.

“I felt the need to be present in
the protest in Houston because I
believe the murder of George Floyd is
a watershed moment in our country
on the issue of injustice and police
brutality,” he said. “I went there to let
it be known that I’'m a part of what I
would call righteous indignation over
what happened to George Floyd.”

Alongside tens of thousands, Ogle-
tree said he marched for justice and

in hopes that those in positions of
authority would recognize the rights
endowed to all Americans in the
Declaration of Independence—the
rights to life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness. He said his fellow
protestors included individuals of
all races and religious backgrounds
unified in the same purpose.
“[Floyd’s] cry of ‘I can’t breathe’
is really a metaphor for every black,
brown, Asian, Jew, every immigrant,
every person in poverty ... basically
everybody’s saying ‘I want to
breathe,” Ogletree said. “I want to
be able to get a job and not be looked
at for the color of my skin. If I’'ve
been speeding or you suspect me of a
crime, treat me like you would treat a
white gentleman from River Oaks.”
Ogletree said his experience

John Ogletree is a member of the Cy-Fair ISD board of trustees and the senior pastor of
First Metropolitan Church in Cy-Fair. (Courtesy Cy-Fair ISD)

scored a touchdown.

Ogletree said black Americans still
deal with discrimination from their
white neighbors who largely do not
understand what African-Americans
have experienced in the past as well as
the present.

protesting for justice dates back to

his time as a student at the University
of Texas at Arlington. The school’s
mascot from 1951-1971 was the rebels,
and at every football game the mascot
would ride out on a horse waving

a Confederate flag when the team

Cy-Fair ISD to continue serving curbside meals through August

BY DANICA LLOYD

Cy-Fair ISD will continue serving
meals curbside to children 18 years
and younger throughout the sum-
mer until school returns in August,
officials said.

Since the program began March 16,
the school district has served more
than 800,000 meals at no cost to
local families.

Students can access meals from
any campus listed regardless of

where they are enrolled. Nineteen
campuses are offering breakfast and
lunch from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. during
the summer, according to district
information.

Parents can bring their children
to the pickup sites or bring their
children’s student ID to receive one
breakfast and one lunch for each
child through a contactless pickup
process. For more information, visit
www.cfisd.net.

The following 19 campuses are offering
free meals to children 18 and younger
throughout the summer.

CURBSIDE CAMPUSES

SOURCE: CY-FAIR ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

3 % FINE JEWELRY
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14100 SPRING CYPRESS RD.

LOCATED INSIDE HEB AT GRANT RD/

SPRING CYPRESS RD

281-251-0408
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SPECIALIZING IN FINE JEWELRY &
PRE-OWNED ROLEX WATCHES

Custom Designs

Watch Batteries
Rolex Service by Certified
Rolex Technician

Jewelry Repair
Appraisals
Ring Sizing

Pearl Stringing
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News from Harris County and the city of Jersey Village

COVID-19 testing center opensin
Cy-Fair, offers free testing

BY DANICA LLOYD

HARRIS COUNTY COVID-19 test-
ing centers that previously operated
in Baytown and Katy moved to new
sites in Pasadena and Cy-Fair on
June 1, according to a press release.
May 30 was the last day of oper-
ations for the Goose Creek CISD
Stallworth Stadium and Katy ISD
Legacy Stadium locations. Services
began June 1 at San Jacinto College

Central, 8060 Spencer Hwy.,
Pasadena, and Pridgeon Stadium,
11355 Falcon Road, Houston.

These two new sites have the
capacity to test up to 750 individuals
daily—up from 500 at the previ-
ous locations. Appointments are
required. The county continues to
operate a total of six testing loca-
tions, where up to 1,700 residents
can access testing each day.

As hurricane season nears, Harris County
reworks 2018 flood bond plans

BY SHAWN ARRAJJ

HARRIS COUNTY In addition

to merging several projects and
reworking cost estimates, Harris
County Flood Control District
officials announced May 20

four new projects, including the
creation of watershed-spanning
implementation plans in Cedar and
Halls bayous.

“Our intent in updating the
bond project list is to be transpar-
ent about our work and include
more detailed information as it is
available. We intend to build every
project originally included on the
bond project list,” HCFCD Execu-
tive Director Russ Poppe said in a
statement. “Going forward, we will
update this list semiannually.”

Plans for Halls Bayou, which
runs through the northeastern
part of the county, were added as

a locally funded project after another
project on the district’s original list did
not get approved for funding from the
Army Corps of Engineers, according to
the May 20 release. The project will be
managed by a “bond implementation
manager,” who will use the local share
of funding set aside for the original
project, about $48 million, for efforts
to acquire right of way and carry out
design and construction efforts.

The efforts are intended to remove as
many as 2,800 homes from a portion of
the 100-year flood plain in Halls Bayou,
according to the release.

In Cedar Bayou, located in the east
central part of Harris County, the
implementation plan will include
efforts to coordinate multiple different
flood projects, including stormwater
conveyance along Adlong Ditch, the
construction of a stormwater detention
basin near the Coastal Water Authority

PERRY RD.

FALCON RD.

WINDFERN RD. ®

PRIDGEON STADIUM
11355 Falcon Road, Houston

Learn more and sign up for free
testing at www.covcheck.hctx.net.
Residents who believe they have
COVID-19 can take a self-assessment
online or call 832-927-7575.

canals and I-10, and wetland
restoration. A total of $9.2 million
has been set aside for the effort,
redirected from other projects in the
watershed where costs were reduced.

The district also opted to merge
some projects. Twenty watershed
storm repair projects were merged
into one project, as were 17 projects
to buy and clear flood-prone proper-
ties and 16 projects involving subdivi-
sion drainage to make managing the
project more efficient, according to
the release.

As such, the number of bond
projects fell from 237 to 181, officials
said. As of late March, a total of 136 of
those projects were active, and eight
were completed.

Of the 37 remaining projects, 19 are
slated to launch between November
2020 and July 2021, and 18 will be
launched between July 2021 and
March 2022.

The district has spent about
$257 million while securing about
$678 million in partner funding.

Jersey Meadow experiences busiest monthin decadesin May

BY SHAWN ARRAJJ

JERSEY VILLAGE Located on Rio
Grande Street in the city of Jersey
Village, Jersey Meadow Golf Course
was completely closed in late March
and remained closed for the entire
month of April due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic, said Matt Jones, who
serves as head golf professional at the
course. After reopening May 1, Jones
said the course was on par for its best
month in May at least since the city

CY-FAIR EDITION « JUNE 2020

assumed ownership in early 2000.

“It hasn’t been this busy probably
ever,” Jones said in a May 26 phone
interview. “We’re at our maximum.
We can’t get any busier.”

Through May 26, the golf course
had brought in about $184,500 for
the month of May, Jones said. By
comparison, in May 2019, the golf
course raised about $138,000. In the
2008-09 fiscal year, which Jones said
was the best in the course’s recorded

history, about $184,000 was raised
in May.

The record-setting revenue comes
as Jones said they are limiting the
number of tee times per hour. People
are only allowed to play in groups of
four, and instead of having tee times
every eight minutes, they have been
spread out to every 12 minutes, Jones
said.

Additionally, only four people are
allowed in the golf pro shop at one

HIGHLIGHTS

JERSEY VILLAGE The city
pool reopened May 30 after
temporarily closing in late March.

HARRIS COUNTY Applications
for the county's $30 million
COVID-19 relief fund opened
June 11 to underserved residents.

MEETINGS WE COVER

Livestreams can be accessed via websites.

Jersey Village City Council
will meet at 7 p.m. on July 20.
713-466-2100.
www.jerseyvillage.info

Harris County Commissioners Court
will meet at 10 a.m. on June 30.
713-698-1102.
www.harriscountytx.gov

Flood control district
BOND PROJECT STATUS

Here is a summary of bond projects
as of March 2020:

136 active
8 completed

19 to start between November
2020-July 2021

18 to start between July
2021-March 2022

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL
DISTRICT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

time, and only one rider is allowed
per golf cart while golfing, he said.
Carts are sanitized and completely
washed down in between uses.

The city also approved the pur-
chase of new golf carts earlier in the
year, each equipped with a GPS mon-
itoring system and digital scoring,
which Jones said removes the need
for pencils and score cards. Staff also
outfitted each hole with a PVC pipe
that keeps golf balls from sinking
more than 1inch into the hole, so
golfers are not reaching into the same
holes throughout the day, he said.
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America's ER is a 24/7 Emergency Room & Urgent Care Center dedicated

to providing superior and convenient medical care with amazing customer
service. That's why we go above and beyond to supply our facilities with
state-of-the-art equipment, hire only the best ER board certified doctors,
experienced nurses and staff, and work hard to become a meaningful part of
the community. We want to earn your trust and loyalty. And that's why who
we are is really all about YOU.

Serving Northwest Houston providing high-quality, comprehensive health
care in a spiritual, patient-focused, compassionate environment.

Lone Star College offers associate and bachelor's health care degrees
and certificate programs that provide an essential workforce to keep our
community safe and healthy. Students are trained on state-of-the-art
simulation equipment designed for real-world experiences which include
hands on laboratory exercises, classroom learning and clinical facility
rotations. Many students can qualify for financial assistance which covers
educational expenses including tuition, fees, books and supplies. Visit
LoneStar.edu/HealthCare to start your rewarding career today!



Health Care Edition 2020 Data and information on health care trends in Harris County

Harris County is among the bottom HARRIS COUNTY:
quarter of counties for socioeconomic
HEAI_TH CARE SNAPSHOT factors, which includes poverty and PHYSICIANS AND NURSES
education, and physical environment,
which includes air quality and commuting. The county has added over 2,400 nurses and 180

COMPILED BY SHAWN ARRAJJ & DANICA LLOYD primary care physicians since 2017, but it lags in

rankings because of the county's growing population.

m REGISTERED NURSES

HOW HEALTHY IS YOUR COUNTY?

These rankings are updated annually but include data from Total physicians Total registered nurses

previous years. There are other factors included that are not

listed below. 2017 4.‘22 2017 43.487
2018 4,209 2018 44,782

o LENGTH OF LIFE B Harris County 2019 4,303 209 45,946

* QUALITY OF LIFE, such as the number of poor mental and
physical health days reported

2020 STATEWIDE HEALTH CARE RANKINGS Per100,000 Per100,000
(out of 244 counties) residents residents

SIORS el HEALTH OUTCOMES 32 207 89.0 2017 938.5

 HEALTH BEHAVIORS, such as smoking, obesity, physical

activity, excessive drinking, alcohol-impaired driving Length of life 23 2018 89.2 2018 949.5
deaths, sexually transmitted infections and teen births . )
' Quality of life
o CLINICAL CARE, including health insurance coverage; Y 68 2019 88'0 2019 940'1
number of physicians, dentists and mental health
providers; preventable hospital stays; and flu vaccinations HEALTH FACTORS '51 State rank State rank
+ SOCIOECONOMICFACTORS, such as educational Health behaviors 72
attainment levels, children in poverty, income inequality o 2017 21 2017 27
and violent crimes Clinical care 64 2018 23 2018 27
* PHYSICALENVIRONMENT FACTORS, such as air Socioeconomic 190
pollution, drinking water violations, housing problems 2019 33 2019 30
and long commutes Physical environment 244

CORONAVIRUS CASE ANALYSIS CASE BREAKDOWN CASES BY AGE
i ly March, Harris County has continued t KEY:
ince early March, Harris County has continued to see ) Total cases:
more confirmed cases of COVID-19 in its residents, 8.964 . Active cases 14.918
including hundreds of individuals living in Cy-Fair. As 262 . Deaths )
of press time, there were more than 260 deaths.
5,692 [ Recoveries s
NEW CORONAVIRUS CASES PER WEEK =
Cases per Deaths per .
March 8-March 14 |8 100,000 residents 100,000 residents
316.5 5.56 P o &S
March 15-March 21 |43 Lo “ © ®

March 22-March 28

March 29-April 4 CY-FAIR CASES PER ZIP CODE
ApriL5-ApriLTl Hundreds of cases of the new coronavirus

April 12-April 18 have been identified in local ZIP codes.

April 19-April 25 CASES KEY: CASES AS OF JUNE 8
April 26-May 2 [ ef:{0) 1 40-79 77040 147
May 3-May 9 [ 80-119 77064 161
Moy 10-May 16 [ 120-159 77065 72
ay 10-May
M 160+ 77070 125
May 17-May 23 77005 117
May 24-May 30 77420 167
May 31-June 6 [EXETE S 77433 177

®

SOURCES: ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON FOUNDATION, UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN POPULATION HEALTH INSTITUTE, COUNTYHEALTHRANKINGS.
ORG, TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF STATE HEALTH SERVICES, HARRIS COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

All coronavirus data is up to date as of press time June 9. For updated coronavirus data and information, go to communityimpact.com.
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HOSPITALS

Memorial Hermann Cypress Hospital

COURTESY MEMORIAL HERMANN

COMPILED BY DANICA LLOYD

@ cHi st. Luke's Health—The Vintage
Hospital

20171 Chasewood Park Drive, Houston
832-534-5000

www.chistlukeshealth.org/
locations/vintage-hospital

» Trauma level: N/A

* NICU level: Il

« Total number of employees: 420

* Number of beds: 65

* Number of beds dedicated to
coronavirus patients: none

* New programs, expansions: none

€ HCA Houston Healthcare North
Cypress

21214 Hwy. 290, Cypress

832-912-3500
www.hcahoustonhealthcare.com/
locations/north-cypress

e Trauma level: N/A

Information on local hospitals in Cy-Fair

64 5 total hospital beds

beds dedicated to
+ coronavirus patients

* NICU level: N/A

 Total number of employees: 1,400

* Number of beds: 163

* Number of beds dedicated to
coronavirus patients: none

* New programs, expansions: adding
full-time neurosurgical coverage in
September

@) Houston Methodist Willowbrook
Hospital

18220 Hwy. 249, Houston

281-737-2500
www.houstonmethodist.org/willowbrook

» Trauma level: N/A

N

Health Care Edition 2020
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CHASEWOOD PARK DR.
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« NICU level: Il

» Total number of employees: 3,147

* Number of beds: 312

* Number of beds dedicated to
coronavirus patients: 94 with 18
additional beds if needed

New programs, expansions: ongoing
expansion of women's services; a
medical/surgical unit with 36 additional
beds opened in February; new facilities
will open in July in the Towne Lake
neighborhood in Cypress; a dedicated
physical therapy and breast care center
in the works for Tuckerton and Towne
Lake Parkway

welcone

GREGG MATTE, PASTOR

‘ayd AdY¥3d

CYPRESS NORTH HOUSTON Rp.

P
ALLBRooKO™

®

Q Memorial Hermann Cypress Hospital
27800 Hwy. 290, Cypress

346-231-4000
www.memorialhermann.org/cypress

» Trauma level: IlI

* NICU level: Il

« Total number of employees: 583

» Number of beds: 105

» Number of beds dedicated to
coronavirus patients: N/A

» New programs, expansions: in pursuit
of Bariatric Center of Excellence, Joint
Commission Chest Pain Designation and
Breast Center of Excellence

HOUSTON'S FIRST

BAPTIST CHURCH

CYPRESS CAMPUS

For our Sunday schedule,
visit
or text to

JASON SWIGGART, CAMPUS PASTOR

11011 MASON ROAD
HOUSTONSFIRST.ORG
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CORONAVIRUS

Health systems examine
plasma transfusion for

COVID-19 treatment

BY DANICA LLOYD
& BEN THOMPSON

Several Greater Hous-
ton-area health systems
are investigating whether a
decades-old plasma transfu-
sion therapy may be a safe
and effective method to treat
COVID-19 patients.

The therapy involves the
transfer of plasma from
donors who have recovered
from confirmed infections
of COVID-19 to patients
currently infected from
COVID-19. The experimental
treatment is under evaluation
as a possible method to
enhance immune responses
of COVID-19 patients using
the antibodies found in the
blood of recovered donors,
according to researchers at
area hospitals.

The therapy was recently
applied in a clinical trial of 25
Houston Methodist patients
with severe cases of COVID-
19. The hospital said the trial
was the first in the nation
used for COVID-19 patients.

While not yet approved
in the U.S. for widespread
treatment of COVID-19,
the Houston Methodist
researchers noted the therapy
has been used in past viral
outbreaks as far back as the

1918 Spanish flu pandemic
and saw recent success in a
small sampling of COVID-19
patients in Wuhan, China.
Dr. Eric Salazar, an assistant
professor of pathology and
genomic medicine at the
Houston Methodist Research
Institute and the principal
investigator on the Houston
Methodist trial, noted results
from a study on a national
5,000-patient trial released
May 14 also suggested the
treatment is safe.

Houston Methodist’s initial
trial was aimed at determin-
ing the safety of the therapy
and ran from March 28-April
14. Each of the 25 participants
received a 300 milliliter
transfusion of convalescent
plasma and were monitored
for two weeks.

Researchers found 36% of
the trial participants experi-
enced clinical improvements
one week after their transfu-
sions and 76% of the partici-
pants had improved or were
discharged after 14 days.

The treatment alone was
not credited for improve-
ments or recoveries.

“We knew Houston
Methodist had the ability to
implement a convalescent
plasma donor program, and

Health Care Edition 2020

Houston Methodist researchers conducted a 25-patient trial in March and April to examine the safety of
convalescent plasma transfusions as a possible treatment for COVID-19. (Courtesy Houston Methodist)

given the lack of targeted
treatment options, we felt
it was our responsibility to
pursue this as rapidly as
possible,” Salazar said.
Including the clinical
trial, Salazar said nearly 100
Houston Methodist patients
received a convalescent
plasma transfusion and nearly
70 were discharged from the
hospital as of May 21.

Regional efforts

Similar work is also under-
way at other hospitals in the
region. Thirteen hospitals
within HCA Healthcare’s Gulf
Coast Division are partici-
pating in a national study to
determine if plasma from
recovered COVID-19 patients
could benefit those currently

27700 Northwest Fwy,
Suite 250
Cypress, TX 77433

Located inside the Memorial
Hermann Professional Building

Call or visit us online fo

schedule your appointment today!

www.ramseypediatrics.com
281-469-4377
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hospitalized due to the virus.

Those who tested positive
for the coronavirus and have
since tested negative can
donate plasma through the
American Red Cross and other
donation centers. Officials
have encouraged eligible
volunteers to donate plasma
since early May as part of the
study being led by the Mayo
Clinic and the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration.

“We are proud to take part
in this important study,” Chief
Medical Officer Mujtaba Ali-
Khan said in a statement. “We
are asking for the help of our
community to spread aware-
ness about plasma donation
for patients facing COVID-19
not only in Houston, South
Texas and Corpus Christi, but

also around the world.”
The University of Texas
Health Science Center at
Houston and Memorial Her-
mann also announced their
physicians were investigating
the experimental treatment
in April. In a statement, the
organizations requested
plasma from recovered
COVID-19 patients and said
the donation process for
those who qualify is similar to
a standard blood donation.
“This is one way for the
community to work together
to combat COVID-19,” said
Dr. Henry Wang, a professor
and executive vice chair of
research in the Department
of Emergency Medicine with
McGovern Medical School at
UTHealth, in the statement.

Schedule Your Annual
Checkup Today!

Cypresswood Dr.

Nory
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CORONAVIRUS

Cy-Fair health care workers adapt
to changes from COVID-19

BY SHAWN ARRAJJ

Dr. Anastasia Gentles said she has
worked diligently at her Cypress-area
pediatric urgent care clinic over the
past few months to adapt to shifting
needs caused by the ongoing corona-
virus pandemic.

Gentles, who runs Night Light
Pediatric Urgent Care on Hwy. 290 in
Cypress, said all of the changes have
been part of an effort to ensure the
safety of her patients. Changes have
included using a lot more personal
protective equipment, enforcing a
stricter sanitation regimen, requiring
patients to wait in their cars and
rethinking how and when to conduct
appointments by telemedicine.

“The biggest change is we see a lot
more patients online using telemed-
icine,” Gentles said. “We’ve been
doing telemedicine for a year, but
we’ve been a little more lax on what
we treat with it

However, Gentles said tele-
medicine cannot be used in every
situation, and each patient she sees
involves weighing the risk of that
child coming into her office against
the benefits of being able to see them
in person. Ear infections, for exam-
ple, can be difficult to treat virtually.
It is especially important for babies,
in particular to be looked at in-per-
son, she said.

“Now the risk is less when they
come in because of all the PPE and
measures we’ve put into place,”
Gentles said. “[Telemedicine] was
very underutilized before the pan-
demic, and it’s probably over utilized

On the Hunt for
a Credit Card

Apply Today!
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Visit a Texas Bay Branch
or TexasBayCU.org to

now, so we have to come to a happy
medium.”

Dr. Urmeel Patel, a medical oncol-
ogist and hematologist who works
out of two Millennium Physicians
offices in the Cy-Fair area, said his
practice has also been using telemed-
icine more. Patel, like Gentles, said
telemedicine has both advantages
and limitations.

In oncology, telemedicine can be
used for patients who can be moni-
tored safely, but any delay in screen-
ings or biopsies can have serious
consequences, Patel said.

“A delay in diagnosis could poten-
tially result in seeing an uptick in
regards to the number of later stage
diseases,” he said. “That is a concern
I have as an oncologist.”

Financial concerns

Another side effect of the pan-
demic, Gentles said, is that she is
worried about the long-term financial
consequences on her practice.

In an online survey of 1,548 Texas
physicians conducted by the Texas
Medical Association between May
4-11, 26% said their practice’s revenue
has decreased by 76%-100%, while
32% said their revenue decreased by
51%-75%. A total of 68% of respon-
dents said their work hours were
reduced, while 62% said their salaries
were reduced.

Dr. Chris Blume, a dentist who owns
four locations of Active Life Dentistry
in Cy-Fair, said the long-term financial
health of his business is a concern.

For roughly two months, he said

that Fits Your Needs?

Health Care Edition 2020

Local reactions

Health care workers and business owners in the Cy-Fair area have
had to adjust their practices during the coronavirus pandemic.

[TELEMEDICINE] WAS VERY UNDERUTILIZED
BEFORE THE PANDEMIC, AND IT'S
PROBABLY OVER UTILIZED NOW, SO WE
HAVE TO COME TO A HAPPY MEDIUM."

DR. ANASTASIA GENTLES, CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER
WITH NIGHT LIGHT PEDIATRIC URGENT CARE

WE'RE BACK UP TO AROUND 75%
[REVENUE] NOW, BUT IF THERE'S ANOTHER
SURGE IN THE FALL, THAT COULD BE
DEVASTATING FOR US AND A LOT OF
OTHER SMALL-BUSINESS OWNERS.”

DR. CHRIS BLUME, DENTAL PRACTITIONER AND

OWNER OF ACTIVE LIFE DENTISTRY

A DELAY IN DIAGNOSIS COULD
POTENTIALLY RESULT IN SEEING AN
UPTICK IN REGARDS TO THE NUMBER
OF LATER-STAGE DISEASES. THAT IS A
CONCERN I HAVE AS AN ONCOLOGIST"

DR. URMEEL PATEL, MEDICAL ONCOLOGIST AND
HEMATOLOGIST WITH MILLENNIUM PHYSICIANS

state law required him to focus solely
on emergency procedures, which
reduced revenue to 25%.

“We’re back up to around 75% now,
but if there’s another surge in the fall,
that could be devastating for us and
a lot of other small business owners,”
Blume said.

Blume said he is following
guidelines issued by the Texas State

Texas Bay is here for You!

s nstantlssuerCredit @ards af

lexasibay ClUiocations
R @ardContreliMokbilerA
" Great Rates & INorAnnual ke

Dental Board, but he said many of the
precautions other businesses have
had to put in place—such as wearing
masks and enhanced cleaning—were
things dentists were already doing.
Blume said he wants people to know
they can feel comfortable coming in
for appointments.

“People need dental care,” he said.
“That’s why we’re on every corner.”

Texas/3ay

CREDIT UNION
Cypress
9212 Fry Rd., Suite 100
Cypress, TX 77433
713-852-6700

TexasBayCU.org
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While we can't be together, we can still celebrate together.

Visit LoneStar.edu/CongratsGrads to view your campus commencement video.

We encourage you to post your graduate photos with the hashtag #LSCGrad2020

so we can celebrate with you and share them on social media.




INSIDE INFORMATION A guide to ambulance and emergency medical services COMPILED BY BEN THOMPSON

AMBULANCE AWARENESS

Navigating ambulance services for the first time in the heat of an emergency can be a stressful experience. While no two people or medical
situations are the same, there are several general guidelines Texans can follow to prepare themselves for an unexpected medical emergency.

DID YOU KNOW?

Ambulances are called once every 7

HAVE AN EMERGENCY? HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? e
STATEWIDE STAFF

Texas employs thousands of emergency
medical services workers.

W) g . First responder
A ERSae organizations

e 748 598

3 | 67.904 EMS personnel in the state |

Emergency medical technicians

N 34.664
EMT-paramedics

N 19,876

Licensed paramedics
B 7.725

Advanced EMTs
l3.406

Emergency care attendants
§2.233

DID YOU KNOW?

WHEN WILLTHEY ARRIVE?

Ambulances may not display lights
URBAN and sirens when responding to calls.
It does not mean the call is any more
SUBURBAN or less important.
RURAL

SOURCES: JOSEPH W. SCHMIDER, DEPARTMENT OF

STATE HEALTH SERVICES STATE EMS DIRECTOR; JAMES

CAMPBELL, MONTGOMERY COUNTY HOSPITAL DISTRICT

ERONTIER CHIEF OF EMS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

8719 Highway 6N
Houston, Texas 77095
832-966-7990
www.ABFRemodeling.com

NOW OPEN

»Kitchen & Bath

Accepting Patients Remodeling

» Flooring of All Types
provides tailored, skilled nursing and » Room Addition H 1

Our Health and Wellness Center
ABF Premium LVT .@: Shaw Premium Carpet
Flooring - Installed with
» Cabinet Reface Installedfor | | Free 8lb Upgraded
1 1
1 1

ACCESTINS MEDICARE 832-557-0113 - . »Quartz and Granite Only $4.99/s f. 1/2 pad
3 palma@cypresspointehc.net f Counter Tops
(Limited Time Only 6/30/2020)

rehabilitation services centered on » Custom Kitchen Cabinets
your individual recovery and needs.

MEDICAID, PRIVATE PAY AND [ =112k B = o1 a @ e (o] T .
APPROPRIATE MEDICAID Houston, TX 77095 www.cypresspointehc.net
PENDING PATIENTS
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READY To LAUNCH Contact tracing is central to Harris County s

plan to slow the spread of the coronavirus.

AT =

Q = ST T & 'k * Harris County hired The full team can New cases must stay under
.\ ' y ‘ roughly 300 contact make up to 3,600 180 perday in Harris County for
* B L W ‘5, * tracers starting calls per day. the program to remain effective.
‘ around mid-May

| R A C | N G | H EI @GETTINGTHECALL
, A contact tracer will: 0 A contract tracer will NOT:
« ask about potential symptoms « ask for personal information
« ask if the person has been tested « share any medical information with

« ask if the person has traveled anyone, including those who may
Both Harris County and the city of Houston have implemented contact tracing programs recently have been exposed
intended to track the spread of the coronavirus. « ask about immigration or legal status

m Contact tracing is a disease control method that involves identifying, testing and isolating those who are sick.
»

I 3 5 @rﬁ’%&

‘ """"" ® I . ﬁ‘ ‘\ e

1 2> 4)» 5)

After a person gets infected A contact tracer will reach out The sick individual must remain Those contacts will be asked If any contact tests positive, the
with the coronavirus, the to a person once the positive isolated for 14 days to prevent about their symptoms and process is repeated, and a new
number of new people who test result is confirmed to verify further spread of the disease. urged to be tested for the group of contacts is notified for
catch the disease from that who they came into contact In the meantime, the contact coronavirus. any new positive results. The
person varies based on how with leading up to the infection. tracer reaches out to each process continues, and all newly
many people they came into person the original sick person confirmed positive cases are
contact with while infected. came into contact with. told to self-isolate.

SOURCES: HARRIS COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT, U.S. CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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It’s working.
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Cy-Fair uninsuredratesto
grow following layoffs

BY DANICA LLOYD & ANNA LOTZ

Many of the 34,000 Cy-Fair residents who filed
for unemployment benefits between mid-March
and mid-May this year are joining the communi-
ty’s uninsured population, which included about
51,000 residents in 2018, according to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau.

Texas has the highest percentage of residents
without health insurance in the nation at 17.4%,
compared to the U.S. average of 9.4%, according to
2018 census estimates. This amounts to 4.76 million
uninsured Texans.

Arts and entertainment, food services, con-
struction and retail are northwest Harris Coun-
ty’s employment sectors with the highest rate of
uninsured workers, according to the census. Such
industries were also hit hardest at the onset of the
coronavirus pandemic and continue to face layoffs,
according to Texas Workforce Commission data.

Economy experts and local community leaders
said they anticipate higher uninsured rates to follow
the region’s spike in unemployment.

“Of the people that are coming for help right now,
whatever their situation, there are so many peo-
ple right now who have never needed assistance
before,” said Janet Ryan, the director of develop-
ment for Cypress Assistance Ministries, which sup-
ports Cy-Fair’s unemployed population, families in
financial crisis and other individuals in need.

Health care and policy experts also point to Texas’
hesitancy to expand Medicaid eligibility—as out-
lined by the Affordable Care Act—as a contributor to
the state’s large uninsured population. According to
areport from the independent health care informa-
tion nonprofit Kaiser Family Foundation, 1.5 million
currently uninsured nonelderly adults would be
covered if the state expanded eligibility.

“If we were to do Medicaid expansion right now,
we would not only pick up a million and half of
those adults who are already uninsured, but poten-
tially the million or more who may have found

Gulf Coast Regional
Blood Center

Guif Coast Regionai Blood Center is a nonprofit community biood
center that provides voluntarily donated blood and blood components
to more than 170 hospitals and heaith care facilities in the 26-county
Texas Gulf Coast, Brazos Vajley and East Texas Regions.

giveblood.org | @commitforlife

BARRIERS TO

ADEQUATE CARE

Harris County Public Health partner agencies reported in 2019 the top

conditions affecting health as well as the challenges to addressing

health issues in the county in 2019.

CONDITIONS
AFFECTING
HEALTH

Diabetes and obesity
Mental health
Cardiovascular health
Chronic disease
Infectious disease

Respiratory disease

CHALLENGES
TO ADDRESSING

Availability

Affordability

Prevention resources and funding
Accessibility

Infrastructure of partnerships

Political barriers, including to
Medicaid expansion

B

HEALTH
ISSUES

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH'S HEALTH STUDIES COMMUNITY HEALTH SURVEY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

HOW HEALTHY

S CY-FAIR?

Despite the rate of uninsured residents in Cy-Fair, the community as
a whole is slightly healthier than the average Harris County resident.

of Cypress
residents delay
doctor visits.

of adults in Cy-Fair
have diabetes.

of adults in
Cy-Fair are obese.

of Cy-Fair ISD
students are at
high risk of obesity.

is the average
life expectancy
in Cy-Fair.

SOURCES: THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH'S HEALTH OF HOUSTON SURVEY, TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY, HARRIS COUNTY
PUBLIC HEALTH'S HEALTH STUDIES COMMUNITY HEALTH SURVEY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

themselves on the uninsured rolls in the last month
or so would have an option,” said Anne Dunkelberg,
the associate director of the Austin-based Center for
Public Policy Priorities.

COVID-19 complications

Residents without health insurance in Cy-Fair
may be eligible for treatment at community-based
clinics that charge uninsured individuals on a slid-
ing scale based on their family size and income,
such as the Spring Branch Community Health Cen-
ter’s Cy-Fair location on Westgreen Boulevard.

SBCHC CEO Marlen Trujillo said most patients in
the network of clinics qualify for federal assistance.

The clinics offer medical, dental and behavioral
health services. Case managers also help patients
determine if they are eligible for resources such as

Help save lives.
To host a blood

drive at your
location, call
713-791-6670
or email
hostablooddrive@giveblood.org.

Medicaid or Medicare.

“A big part of it is not knowing how to navigate our
health care system because our health care system is
a bit complicated,” she said.

The process of walking patients through their
options became even more complicated when the
coronavirus pandemic hit.

Not only did virtual doctor visits become more
prominent, but the assistance qualification work
that would typically be done in person moved to
phone calls and emails. Trujillo said it was a chal-
lenge to do so remotely.

SBCHC offers COVID-19 testing at its Spring Branch
clinic, and Trujillo said she is working with city and
county officials to expand testing. But even more
than a lack of access to testing, a lack of understand-
ing of the virus’s severity is hurting low-income

COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER « COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM



EXPANDING
ELIGIBILITY

The Kaiser Family Foundation, an independent
health care information nonprofit, outlined who
would become eligible for health insurance if
Texas were to expand Medicaid eligibility.

Expanding Medicaid in Texas would

make1.5 million uninsured nonelderly
adults eligible for coverage.

68%

of the expanded population
would be childless adults, a
group not currently covered.

Wiy 3IN 4
would be in a family with

at least one worker.

Medicaid in Texas currently may
apply to low-income:

{ parents or caretakers of children

{ pregnant women

{ people with disabilities

{ seniors

SOURCE: KAISER FAMILY FOUNDATION/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

families, she said.

“One family in particular that I know of went to
the flea market over the weekend ... not wearing
face coverings and surrounded by many people,” she
said. “And then the other challenge that we’re see-
ing with our patients that are testing positive is that
it’s really hard to isolate and self-distance when you
have a family of six or eight living in a one-bedroom
apartment. “

Trujillo said SBCHC is preparing to add health care
providers in the fall to accommodate the demand.

Long-term effects

CAM is able to support low-income individuals
and families with essentials such as food, rent and
utilities but cannot help with medical bills. Hospital
systems, including Houston Methodist and Memo-
rial Hermann, have set aside funds for uninsured

Actual
care.

Virtually

anywhere.
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Health Care Edition 2020

“THE QUESTION IS, PHILOSOPHICALLY, WHETHER OR NOT IT'S APPROPRIATE FOR THE STATE ‘
GOVERNMENT TO BE PROVIDING FREE- OR REDUCED-COST HEALTH INSURANCE FOR ABLE-
BODIED ADULTS WHO DON'T CURRENTLY HAVE COVERAGE THROUGH THEIR EMPLOYER."

STATE REP. TOM OLIVERSON, R-CYPRESS

individuals, but Ryan said sometimes these funds
go unused simply because people are not aware of
the assistance programs.

Because low-income families may struggle to
purchase healthy groceries, a poor diet is one of
the biggest contributors to poor health, Ryan said.
According to county data, about 21%-29% of Cy-Fair
residents are obese, and 12%-14% have diabetes.

“[Inexpensive groceries are] typically things like
ramen and macaroni and cheese,” she said. “If you
have $50 a week to feed your whole family, that
really limits what you can buy. You buy what’s
cheap, and what’s cheap is not good for your health.”

Additionally, with about 27% of Cypress residents
delaying regular doctor visits, according to data
from Harris County, uninsured patients especially
may have underlying conditions that go undetected.

“When you’re sick, as your health is affected by
that, you don’t have money to go to the doctor, so
you procrastinate,” Ryan said. “You put it off until
it’s not a concerning issue [but] a life-threatening
situation.”

Potential policy changes

An April 27 report from the Kaiser Family Founda-
tion shows 36 states have adopted Medicaid expan-
sion, while the 14 other states including Texas have
not opted into Medicaid expansion.

Trujillo said SBCHC would support the expansion
of Medicaid to increase access to health care in the
communities it serves.

“[Our patients are] a mixture of individuals who
don’t qualify for Medicaid ... but they don’t have
health insurance,” she said. “They can’t afford the
employer coverage or their employer doesn’t offer
insurance benefits, but they still make a little bit too
much to qualify for Medicaid.”

In Texas, groups that may be covered under Med-
icaid include low-income individuals who are preg-
nant, who are a parent or relative caretaker of a child,
who have a disability or a disabled family mem-
ber in their household, or who are age 65 or older,

according to Texas Health and Human Services.

“The idea under [the ACA] was you would subsi-
dize coverage in the private market on a sliding scale
for this really ‘working poor’ [group]. ... They’re just
working folks, probably working two, maybe three
jobs and just can’t afford health insurance,” said
John Hawkins, senior vice president for advocacy
and public policy with the Texas Hospital Associa-
tion. “I do think the current situation really changes
the playing field [for Medicaid expansion] for a vari-
ety of reasons.”

Rep. Tom Oliverson, R-Cypress, an anesthesiolo-
gist, said while he anticipates Medicaid expansion
will be discussed in the upcoming legislative ses-
sion—slated to resume Jan. 12—he also anticipates
redistricting, unemployment and fiscal matters will
get more of the focus.

“It’s a big-ticket item, and the question is, phil-
osophically, whether or not it’s appropriate for the
state government to be providing free- or reduced-
cost health insurance for able-bodied adults
who don’t currently have coverage through their
employer,” he said.

Oliverson said his concerns with traditional Med-
icaid expansion include that few Texas physicians
accept Medicaid and that expansion of Medicaid
would be costly for the state.

However, Dunkelberg said she believes the ongo-
ing pandemic changes the Medicaid discussion.

“The shape of this disaster may help ... because
you have literally millions of Texans who maybe have
never been jobless before suddenly overnight being
thrown into that situation,” she said. “So when mil-
lions of Texans suddenly discover that because they
have no income, they don’t qualify for anything, you
may have a change in the political pressure.”

Adriana Rezal and Hannah Zedaker contributed to
this report.

For more information, visit

communityimpact.com.

Get excellent care from the comfort of your own home,
office or wherever with Next Level Virtual Visits.

Fill out a Virtual Visit request form at nextlevelurgentcare.com
and you will be notified within 30 minutes to schedule
your virtual appointment. Best of all, Virtual Visits can be
billed to insurance or paid for directly.

next's.'s,

nextlevelurgentcare.com | 832.779.8597
Available 9-9, 7 days a week
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IF IT’S TIME TO SEE YOUR DOCTOR,
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BUSINESS FEATURE

Amber Hall (left) is the area manager for the Salons at Stone Gate and The Factory Cypress. Her aunt and uncle Stephanie (right)
and Gino Hernandez (middle) own both locations. (Photos by Danica Lloyd/Community Impact Newspaper)

Family salons adapt to coronavirus

Salons at Stone Gate, The Factory Salon reopen with precautions

among the many types of businesses learning

how to continue offering services while
making their customers feel safe as they reopen in
the wake of the coronavirus pandemic.

For the Salons at Stone Gate and The Factory
Cypress, owners Gino and Stephanie Hernandez
saw 220 clients within the first two days of reopen-
ing after closing for several weeks. They were
among the first salons in the Cy-Fair area to reopen
as soon as Gov. Greg Abbott gave the go ahead
May 8 and have implemented several safety mea-
sures in addition to what the state has required.

This included removing the furniture and coffee
bar from the waiting area and having clients wait
in their car before appointments. Additionally,
customers answer a series of health questions
before entering, and all staff and customers must
wear face coverings. The salons have also tempo-
rarily halted blow-drying services, are sanitizing
each station and tools between guests, and having
individuals stay at least 6 feet apart.

“What we’re all trying to figure out now is,
now that this wave of customers—that pent up
demand—what does the new normal look like?” he
said. “Because I don’t think it goes back to what
it normally was. I think there is going to be some
slowdown.”

Gino and Stephanie opened the Stone Gate
location in 2006. With more than a decade of expe-
rience working behind the salon chair at the time,
Stephanie said she started out on her own with just

’ n a high-contact industry, hair salons are

CY-FAIR EDITION « JUNE 2020

a receptionist and has since built the business to
about 30 stylists between the two locations.

While Stephanie continues to spend time behind
the chair to this day, Gino handles the business
alongside their niece Amber Hall, who worked her
way up from doing laundry part time at the salon to
serving as area manager.

Since 2006, the owners have expanded their
location and acquired The Factory Salon last year.

Gino said they had been planning to renovate
both locations this year and were in contract
discussions for a third location in the Fairfield
neighborhood, but since the pandemic hit, those
plans have been put on hold.

Many stylists in the salons had their busiest week
of their careers and even picked up new customers
when they reopened, Hall said.

At the salons, new hires go through at least six
months of apprenticeship to learn cutting and
coloring techniques from Stephanie and the more
senior members of the staff.

“How you cut hair, how you greet customers
and how you color hair—I think that’s also where
Stephanie plays a big role,” Gino said.

Stylists build close relationships with their
customers, and Gino said they have been glad to be
back in the salon.

“The other part of being a great [stylist] is being
a great counselor,” Gino said. “There’s definitely a
counselor component to this business and making
that personal connection and helping your cus-
tomer get through those hard times.”

CORONAVIRUS CHANGES

Both salons have implemented several safety
measures since the coronavirus pandemic began.

 Waiting room furniture has been removed.

« Customers wait in the parking lot before their
appointments.

» Masks are required for staff and customers at all
times.

« Each station and all tools are sanitized between
guests.

* Individuals must stay at least 6 feet away from one
another.

The Salons at Stone Gate is requiring clients and staff
to wear masks when inside.

Salons at Stone Gate
11734 Barker Cypress Road, Cypress
281-256-2204
www.salonsatstonegate.com

Hours: Tue.-Thu. 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m., closed Sun.-Mon.
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The Factory Salon
10920 Fry Road, Cypress
281-256-7747
www.thefactorysalon.net

Hours: Tue.-Thu. 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Sat. 8 a.m.-4 p.m., closed Sun.-Mon.
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access in early June.

In a May 27 statement, Texas Dem-
ocratic Party Chair Gilbert Hinojosa
condemned the Supreme Court’s rul-
ing with regards to lack of immunuty
and looked to the federal courts to
rectify the issue.

“Now it is up to the federal court to
ensure basic constitutional rights still
exist in Texas and ensure that Texans
have the right to vote safely and not
put their health at risk,” he said.

Those opposed to expanding voting
by mail, including Attorney General
Ken Paxton, said it is against state law
and could lead to voter fraud.

In July, voters in the Republican
and Democratic parties will select
candidates in primary runoff elec-
tions, which determine who will
represent each party during the elec-
tion in November. Ballots in Cy-Fair
include races for U.S. Senate and Har-
ris County Precinct 3 for Democrat
voters, and Harris County Sheriff for
Republican voters.

GOING TO

As social distancing measures are put in place, voting in person
is likely to look different during July primary runoff elections.

NEW PROCEDURES

Harris County has approved up to $12
million to implement new procedures for
July and November elections to try to
prevent the spread of the coronavirus.

Increasing number
of early voting
locations

IDe

Jo
o

Providing virtual
training for poll
workers

Securing larger voting
locations such as gymnasiums
in schools to accommodate
social distancing

Purchasing additional
scanning and sorting
equipment for up to 2.4
million mail-in ballots in
advance of the November
election, one for every
registered voter in the county

BDNONPD

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Officials with the Harris County
Clerk’s Office said they are prepar-
ing new protocols for voting in per-
son that try to prevent virus spread.
Following the resignation of County
Clerk Diane Trautman, who resigned
May 31 for health reasons, the coun-
ty’s efforts are being led by interim
County Clerk Christopher Hollins.

An ongoing dispute

The first major court ruling over
mail ballots came in April, when state
district Judge Tim Sulak ruled any
voter who lacks immunity to COVID-
19 is eligible to vote by mail. The rul-
ing was quickly appealed by Paxton.

Mail ballots are available to Texas
voters for one of four reasons: The
voter is age 65 or older, has a disabil-
ity, is a resident of Harris County but
will not be able to vote in the county
during the election, or is in jail but

VOTER MENTALITY

A survey of 1,000 registered voters in Harris County conducted by Rice University
between March 27 and May 4 provides a glimpse of what voters are thinking heading

into the July runoff election.

LIKELIHOOD TO VOTE

B Verylikely B Somewhat likely [l Not likely/other

In-person voting
with social distancing

The number of requests
for mail ballots in Harris
County for July primary
runoffs has surpassed
other recent primary
runoff elections.

Mail ballot

VOTER TURNOUT TRENDS

MAY 2016 PRIMARY RUNOFFS

27,552 |

2,115,482 |

JULY 2020 RUNOFFS (as of May 22)

B Registered voters

@ Mail-in ballot requests

72,317 ||

2,385,906 |

SOURCES: HARRIS COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE, RICE UNIVERSITY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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eligible to vote. The debate has cen-
tered on whether a lack of immunity
to COVID-19 qualifies as a “disability,”
said Douglas Ray, a special assistant in
the Harris County Attorney’s Office.

Paxton has warned county elec-
tion officials that advising a voter to
request a mail ballot for an unautho-
rized reason could come with criminal
punishment. However, when voters
request mail ballots on their own, the
county has no means by which it can
vet those requests, Ray said.

“It’s unreasonable to demand that
we either warn people that they can’t
do it on this basis or try to require
some kind of further proof or do any
investigation,” he said.

Rosio Torres-Segura, the adminis-
trator of communications and voter
outreach with the Harris County
Clerk’s Office, said the office is bound
by law to process all requests for mail
ballot applications if they are from
registered voters and signed.

Possible consequences

As of May 22, the Harris County
Clerk’s Office had received 77,317
requests for mail ballots from county
voters, Torres-Segura said, as com-
pared to roughly 27,552 total mail bal-
lots cast in 2016 primary runoffs.

That number is likely to be much
higher for November general elec-
tions, which could bring new layers
to the courtroom battles, said Renee
Cross, senior director of the Hobby
School of Public Affairs with the Uni-
versity of Houston.

“I don’t see this conflict going away
regardless of whatever is resolved for
July,” she said. “[There] could be a
whole new slew of disagreements for
the November election.”

Michael Moore, who in the Demo-
cratic primary for Harris County Pre-
cinct 3 commissioner, is a proponent
of expanding mail ballots, arguing it
would increase voter participation

TWIN LIQUORS

— ~—_ FINE WINE & SPIRITS

TWINLIQUORS.COM
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while alleviating some of the health
concerns about voting in person
posed by the coronavirus pandemic.

Moore’s opponent in the primary,
Diana Martinez Alexander, said she
also supports expanding vote by mail,
but due to the court rulings, she said
she is being careful in how she speaks
about voting to constituents.

“I think it places candidates in a
very precarious position because we
don’t want to say anything that’s going
to cause us any liability,” she said.
“We do want people to be careful and
make good decisions for themselves.”

Critics of mail ballot expansion
include Wendell Champion, a candi-
date in the Republican runoff elec-
tion for Texas Congressional District
18, which covers parts of northwest
Houston. He echoed Paxton’s con-
cerns about voter fraud.

“In-person ballot voting is the
securest way to make sure that the
individual’s vote is counted and that
it is counted at the time it should be
counted,” he said.

However, in a May 19 ruling that
would eventually be overturned, fed-
eral district Judge Fred Biery rejected
the idea that mail ballots would lead
to voter fraud.

“Texas truth is to the contrary,”

B
o HOmes

and Gardens

REAL ESTATE

GARY
GREENE

U.S. SENATE

MJ Hegar

Royce West

SOURCE: TEXAS SECRETARY OF STATE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Biery wrote. “Between 2005 to 2018,
there were 73 prosecutions out of mil-
lions of votes cast.”

Voter safety

For those pushing for expanded
mail ballot access, the debate centers
on the coronavirus and its potential to
spread at a greater rate if people are
required to show up to polling loca-
tions in person to vote.

In making the case to Sulak in
April, lawyers called on public health
officials to testify, including Cath-
erine Troisi, an infectious disease

THE BALLOT?

Joe Danna

O'S ON

epidemiologist at The University of
Texas Health Science Center in Hous-
ton. Troisi said polls could easily
become a hotspot if long lines build
up and people do not social distance.

In late April, Harris County
approved investing up to $12 million
to fund new safety measures and
increase the ability to process mail
ballots. Efforts include increasing
the number of early voting locations,
finding larger locations and sending
mail ballots to all individuals over the
age of 65. Texas Gov. Greg Abbott also
moved the start of the early voting

Democratic voters will choose candidates
for U.S. Senate, Precinct 3 Commissioner
and U.S. Congress District 10 during July
runoffs. Republican voters will choose a
Harris County sheriff.

I DEMOCRAT [ REPUBLICAN INCUMBENT
HARRIS COUNTY PRECINCT  U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
HARRIS COUNTY SHERIFF 3 COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 10

Paul Day Diana Michael Moore Pritest] Mike Siegel
Martinez Gandhi
Alexander

period from July 6 to June 29.

Cross said if July elections can be
tied to new outbreaks of the corona-
virus, that will add pressure to resolve
the issue before November.

“I think between seeing its success-
ful implementation in other states
[and] if the virus continues, those that
may oppose mail voting right now
will be more open to it by November,”
Cross said.

Jouching Lives, One Home at a Jime."

Barker Cypress Office

832.334.0001
Cypress.GaryGreene.com

11734 Barker Cypress #116 | Cypress

15103 Mason Road #A-1 | Cypress

©2020 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered frademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated.

Fairfield Office

832.334.0001
Cypress.GaryGreene.com
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Driving accident-free

federal credit union

BEAT YOUR RATE

by as much as

0.50%

Allstate gives you money back every 6
months you're accidentfree. Yep and no
other company does that. Sign up for Safe
Driving Bonus® today. +

NO PAYMENTS
e For45 DAYS!

HURRY! OFFER ENDS JUNE 30, 2020!
@ CyFairFCU.org/auto-loan-refi-2020 @ (281) 571 5000

*APR is Annual Percentage Rate. Loans & 45-day deferred first payment are subject to approval. Rates are determined by an
evaluation of applicant credit and may vary. The lowest auto refi rate one may qualify for is as low as 2.69% APR. Additional
rate discounts are not available with this offer. First payment will be due 45°days from closing of loan. Interest and credit
insurance premiums (if aplpltcable) will continue to accrue during the deferred-payment period. Offer subject to change
without notice and not valid for refinancing of existing CFFCU loans. Other terms and conditions may apply. Speak with a
CFFCU Loan Representative for additional information. Offer ends June 30, 2020.

NOT AVAILABLE IN EVERY STATE. Feature optional. Subject to terms & conditions. Allstate Fire
and Casualty Insurance Co.©2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

10217143

lv&u/ Hm 03/ Nationally recognized as one of the Top 50 Master-Planned Communities—5 years & counting!

A sprawling recreation complex with clubhouse, resort-style pool, sand volleyball, tennis, playground and dog park.

Excellent schools in the coveted Cy-Fair Independent School District. Surrounded by new retail and entertainment.
from the $200s

And now, with the addition of nearly 700 new homesites, Miramesa is set to celebrate another record-breaking year.

S Don’t miss your chance to experience W gﬂﬂv{ [(Mathmmesa.

MiramesaHouston.com
Follow us for community updates o @

*Prices and availability subject to change without notice.

at Carnyon Lates West
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REAL ESTATE Featured neighborhood Recently sold homes in Jersey Village

JERSEY VILLAGE, 77040

Located in the southeastern part of Cy-
Fair, Jersey Village is an incorporated city
with its own government. The community
features more than 600 homes and
amenities, including a swimming pool and
golf course.

Median home value

[ﬁ $219 086 Build-out year: 1974 7902 Argentina St. 15914 Elwood Drive

. Number of homes in community: 622 4 bed/2.5 bath 2,635 sq. ft. 4 bed/2 bath 2,640 sq. ft.
g@ Homes on the market Square footage: 1,819-3,645 Sold for $250,001-$285,000 Sold for $250,001-$285,000
9 Home values: $170,000-$427,000 on May 29 onFeb. s
Schools: Post Elementary School, Cook
= Homes under contract Middle School, Jersey Village High School
%’ 5 Property taxes (in dollars):
= City of Jersey Village 0.74
Lone Star College System on
= Median annual property taxes Harris County Dept. of Education 0.01
[6 Harris County 0.41
$5. 369-40 Harris County Flood Control District 0.03
Harris Health System 0.17
Median price per square foot Cy-Fair ISD 1.37
E $96 47 Port of Houston Authority 0.01
= Total (per $100 valuation) 2.85
*
Average days on the market 15302 Ashburton Drive 16002 Juneau Lane
2 84 4 bed/2.5 bath 2,222sq.ft.  4bed/2.5bath 2,106 sq. ft.
Sold for $285,001-$325,000 Sold for $250,001-$285,000
NEIGHBORHOOD DATA PROVIDED BY DEBBIE MARSHALL on May 15 on May 27
ROSS & MARSHALL REAL ESTATE, 12623 JONES ROAD, HOUSTON TX 77070
* AS OF JUNE 1 281-469-7677 » YDEBBIE23@GMAIL.COM
MARKET DATA FOR MAY
HOMES SOLD/AVERAGE DAYS MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD
iif| ONTHEMARKET 02019 @2020
77040 77064 77065 77070 77095 77429 77433 Sale price 77040 77064 77065 77070 77095 77429 77433
$1 million + - - - - - - 1/10
$450,000
$800,000-$999,999 - - - 1/40 - 1/261 - $400,000
$600,000-$799,999 - - - - - 1/205 1/62 $350,000 @ m
$500,000-$599,999 - - - - - 2/101 7127 $300,000 @ 0.
§250000 m @ ©-e
$400,000-$499,999 - - - - 2/99 9/79 21/66 '
200, G-
$300,000-$399,999 2/20 3/88 - 6/203 1/76 26/77 49/82 $200.000 . .
$150,000
$200,000-$299,999 9/76 8/60 9/38 26/76 44/59 49/66 50/47
$100,000
$199,999 or less 1/79 16/31 20/30 15/21 9/77 10/18 14/24 $0
GAYLE Ross DEBBIE MARSHALL
281-381-0809 713-835-7750
GAYLE.ROSS. 2| @GMAIL.COM YDEBBIE23@GMAIL.COM
JOIN OUR
GROWING TEAM!
BRIAN COLLETTE DELIA FLANAGAN VERA MITROFANOVA
2623 JoNES ROAD HOUSTON ’ Tx. 77070 832-326-1626 713-376-9665 713-391-5368
28' '469'7677 I WWW.RMREALTORS.COM BRIANCOLLETTE@ATT.NET DELIAFLANAGAN@AOL.COM VERA.BERGSTROM82@GMAIL.COM
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

COMMERCIAL
ate

FEATURED PROPERTIES FOR LEASE OR SALE

Promote your listings to the most engaged,
local audience of principals, brokers and
tenants who are looking!

ADVERTISE
WITH US

For advertising inquiries, please contact us at
communityimpact.com/advertise or (866) 989-6808.

FORSALE

The Enclave Business Park
12788 Grant Rd., Cypress, TX 77429
1000-11,500 SF $285-300 PSF

329 Acre Ranch
Hwy 290, Hempstead, TX 77445
329.4 Acres $8,200,000

Joel English
Texas CRES
713-473-7200

Joel English
Texas CRES
713-473-7200

RETAIL FOR LEASE

Cypress Crossing - 290 & FM 1960
Houston, TX 77065
Retail/Pad Sites Available

Mary Caldwell, CCIM, SIOR
Caldwell Companies
281.664.6636

FORSALE

Cypress North Houston & Greenhouse Road,
Cypress, TX

2.21 Acres - Corner Commercial Tract

Located in Towne Lake

Keith Grothaus, CCIM, SIOR
KGrothaus@CaldwellCos.com
281.664.6635

OFFICE FOR LEASE

17302 House Hahl, Cypress, TX 77433
Located near Bridgeland/Blackhorse Ranch
38 executive suites, $395-$2,450/month

Julie Smith
Soren Structures
(832) 497-1167

MEDICAL FOR LEASE

17302 House Hahl, Cypress, TX 77433
Located near Bridgeland/Blackhorse Ranch
Approx. 50,000 SF ready for buildout

Julie Smith
Soren Structures
(832) 497-1167

May 15 - August 31, 2020

Your FCCU 2
Grad Pack’
Includes: 3

Reward yourself\with up to $100!Cash!

| UFirst Savings

.,
h{FlRST

COMMUNITY

CREDIT UNION °

FCCU Free Checking Account
FCCU Rewards Credit Card?

FCCU.org/GradPack

APY=Aanuc Porcentoge Ve, Rotes ond s sbict o chnge vithout nfice. st apen svings, checin an it cardf receve 10 cosh dposed 1o your sovigsaccount within 7 fo 10 usivess doys. Op sovngsand chcking only, S50 cosh il bedepoite 0 your svings ocountwihin 7 o 10 businessdos. f rady o member, s crditurion rpresetaiveforcomplet detis. PR Annul Pecentoge Roe. Crton it
e pply. i Cordrequres it quoifed o-igner ulss inancil esponsibity canbe shown by appican. Rt nd fermssb o changewihot . 0% APR o e ol monis vl forpuchossandBlonce s o new cordhldrs iy Afer o e axpe,sfdord e will e beveen 9.99% ond 17.9% APR bosed o ceitortiness.Minmum poymentf 18 or 3%, icherr i o, equiredmonily.Rowrds
poits ove no cashvloe. Pt o b eemed forcash bk, e, ifcards, mrchondiseand e s e n s, “Cosh b sotement et ewor() vl opeot . e, i theforn of o paymen,incordholders rewuds crd poymen ity Cadholde s esonsle foran ouistonding bolonceawed onthe ccun fer he it s pped. et i 260 blonc e o hecd, he stlement it il pst 10 he carholer's
avingsocount vhen rocsived. Offer v tiough Agust 31, 2020 Thisofe i vailobef 2020 igh choo grouotes ony. Conotbe combind vith any ot ofers. FCU nites ol igh choo rouotes i Hors, Fort Bend or Nonigomery Cauny o et yourGrod Pock ooy

Federally insured by the NCUA

benefits! Call Today!

763-7960

9533 Huffmeister, Suite B
Houston, TX 77095

HearingWithClarity.com

Email today
for more
information!

Nurturing

young minds toward spiritual, emotional, and academic excellence

Excellence in the classroom

AND virtual classroom

14423 West Rd., Houston, TX 77041

Jjfraker@elcsh.org | epiphanylutheranschool.org
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REAL ESTATE

Commercial real estate trends

=

ﬁ\

JUNE 2020
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE DATA

Occupancy rates were down across office,
industrial and retail sectors as of June 8
compared to the previous year. Office rental
rates have dropped over the first half of
2020, while industrial rates have risen.

TOTAL SQUARE FEET OF SPACE

I Q22019

OFFICE

10.3 million
10.5 million

INDUSTRIAL

B Asof June 8,2020

34.7 million

36.9 million

RETAIL

18.5 million
19 million

(GicabweLL

Doing it right. Right now’
MARKET DATA PROVIDED BY CALDWELL COS.
9955 BARKER CYPRESS ROAD, STE. 250,
CYPRESS, TX 77433
COLLEGE STATION | HOUSTON | THE WOODLANDS

Although every effort has been made to ensure

the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data,
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for
€rTors or omissions.

FFF
=
£ OFFICE

OCCUPANCY VS. VACANCY RENTAL RATES PER SQUARE FOOT UNDER CONSTRUCTION
@ Occupancy rate Vacancy rate $20 :
$19.50 : 85,000
9% 2.1% 19. 6% 80.4% i square feet

$19 \/\/\J\/\
$18.50 $19.07 ASOF JUNE 8
Q2 As of ’

1
2019 June 8 $18 T
$0 -

fap] &
ﬂ buildings

2017 2018 2019 2020

i INDUSTRIAL

OCCUPANCY VS. VACANCY RENTAL RATES PERSQUARE FOOT UNDER CONSTRUCTION

@ Occupancy rate Vacancy rate $10 !
$8 . 1.6 million

1% 7.9% 12 4% 87.6% i square feet
$6
$4 T
Q As of : -
2019 June 8 $2 i _ buildings

$0 :

2017 2018 2019 2020

I —
Clrred
FElrer

OCCUPANCY VS. VACANCY RENTAL RATES PERSQUARE FOOT UNDER CONSTRUCTION
@ Occupancy rate Vacancy rate $24 :
297,842
$23 square feet

4.7%—1 95.3% 5.4%-1 94.6%
$22

Q2 As of
2019 June 8 $21

F
L2 buildings

$0
2017 2018 2019 2020

OWN YOUR OFFICE IN TOWNE LAKE

Take advantage of low interest rates and invest in your office today!
Creekstone Office Condos offer the perfect opportunity to own office space in
Towne Lake. Ideal for medical, lawyer or professional services, these spectacular
office condos are fully fit for your business needs and just a stone’s throw from
tremendous restaurants and shopping at The Boardwalk.

ASING INFORMATIOI
Caldwell@CaldwellCos.

10242 Greenhouse Road | Cypress, TX 77433 | CreekstoneOfficeCondos.com
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BEAUTY & FITNESS ‘\\
Hammer & Nails. S
Tune Up The Manly Salon

DINING >

2920 Roadhouse..........cccurererrererrennnne
Backyard Grill..............
Blue Water Seafood....

Celaya's Mexican
Restaurant & Cantina...........cccccvuune.

Connie’s Frozen Custard.

Corky’s Ribs and BBQ .

Creekwood Grill..........

Cypress Trail Hideout ...........cccceeue..e
Floyd's Cajun Seafood ............cceu....

Freddy's Frozen Custard &
Steakburgers ..........

Frio Hill Country Grill ..
Harris County Smokehouse.............. 2 WE E Ks o N U S!

Mia Bella Trattoria.........cccourcurecunenee

Soto's Cantina....
The Station Seafood C

ENTERTAINMENT
Aerodrome Ice Skating Complex .....
ARWOTKSHOP.......cooreveeeeeeereereesennns s
Jersey Meadow Golf Course............. — .T.E.A.M —
CURRICULUM

HOME & GARDEN . .

e Music & media ¢ Garden
Joe the Plumber .........cccvuvevevirrenne . .

- NOW ENROLLING ‘g™ cooin

U.S. Floors & Remodeling................. . )

e Dramatic play e Bowling

& HIRING STAFF I %,

Chrysalis Preschool ...........ccccceuuveunne

PET HEALTH/SUPPLIES We strive to provide an inspiring learning environment to give your child the best
DOZLOPIA - CYPFESS e possible start to their educational journey where they are encouraged to dream big.

Tails of Texas Pet Resort...................
The Kennel Klub...........cccceeeeeernrnennene

RETAIL — OPENING IN MID JUNE 2020 —

Tradition Outdoor Living.............. Imagine Early Education & Childcare Cypress offers

the highest quality care for children ages 6 weeks to 12 years old.
TRANSPORTATION

Reliable Auto Care..........cececeuruerennene

Sterling McCall Collision Center of
Jersey Village........ocoovvveereuncereesencennes

Location: Contact Us: Job Opportunities:

Website: Call Us:

. 7
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The Kennel Klub

PEOPLE TRUST US, PETS LOVE US.

BOARDING | TRAINING | GROOMING | DOGGIE DAY CARE | DAY BOARDING

Familyjowned
&Yoperatedy
Our]

bl
ossieallp

.345.406

64

During these difficult times we would

: BOARDING SPECIAL like to thank our community for your
i : continued support!
5 FF Together we can get

s

. BOARDING SERVICES |

(Must stay 3 days or longer; cannot be combined
{ with any other discounts; expires 7 /31,/20)

9040 Hwy. 6 North *Houston, 77095 VISIT US ONLINE AT

WWW.KENNELKLUBHOUSTON.COM

Hours: M-F 7-7, SAT 9-6, SUN 10-6
Kennel.Klub@yahoo.com

WWW.CELAYASMEX.COM

DINE IN OPEN’
COME SEE US!

HARCARITAS TOE0
T FOUD B, AFLABLE Y

MONESATY R OLGISUNY 1K)

CARRYOUT 6 T0-GO AVAILABLE
' MINED FAJITAS
: FOR Y TO-GO
E WITH 2 "q"g;

MARGARITAS

\w

+5 OFF
$20

CANNOT BE COMBINED
WITH OTHER OFFERS.

12015 Pcany Ro. 34616 SH 249
Housron, 77070

281-890-6200 N

PINEHURST, 77362
281-259-1000

;gsm l N m

CHECK OUT OUR
WEBSITE FOR
OUR KID EVENT
CALENDAR

--LET US CATER--
YOUR BACKYARD OR OURS

Parties - Weddings - Events

(281) 377-6127
BackyardCaters.com

BREAKFAST
8am-Noon

Saturday &

. BUY ONE ENTREE & GET ONE 1/2 OFF! |

Must purchase 2 beverages. Up to $8 value

Expires 07/15/20 The Backyard Grill - 9453 Jones Road, Houston, 77065

Drink all 42 Beers
and get your name
on the wall!

JOIN OUR BYG BREW CREW

TACO TUESDAYS

$7.99 - Served all day
+ ALL DRAFT BEER

thebackyardgrill.com

RESERVE YOUR NEXT EVENT IN OUR PRIVATE ROOMY)

CY-FAIR EDITION « JUNE 2020




FROZEN CUSTARD &

STEAKBURGERS®
FreddysUSA.com

Skate around your summer schedule with our NOW DELIVERING WITH

flexible Figure Skating Classes!
Visit aerodromes.com to register ‘ DOORDASH
CDailyRubiliciSessions]
CRFinurelSkating/Llessons}

sHockeyllessons;

ALL OF OUR HOUSTON AREA LOCATIONS ARE NOW OPEN

HOUSTON LOCATIONS:
LEAGUE CITY
F— wow  #EE. | ONE FREE
o cagues MAGNOLIA
g DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10 32910 FM 2978

AERODROME H ) 11 Dairy Ashford Road
o NEW CANEY
ICE SKATING COMPLEX BIHII[IEW FULSHEAR 12007 N. Grand Parkway E. MINI DISH

Public Skating Group Discounts: 26806 FM 1093 PASADENA
. o N 3 - 10 or more JERSEY VILLAGE 4637 E S,
8220 Willow Place DI'.. N ) 281-847-5283 - The bigger the group, the bigger the discount! 12407 FM 1960 W Houston gTwy S ¢ ?
FM-1960 at SH-249 (behind Fiesta near Itz) D et S KATY PEARLAND .f JeL0/70)
’
: 24433 Katy Freeway 2620 Pearland Pkwy G

1705-B Fry Road SPRING STEAKBURGERS®

KINGWOOD 19370 Interstate 45

4519 Kingwood Dr. 21420 Kuykendahl Rd
SUGAR LAND Good for one single scoop dish. Must present this coupon. Only valid at these Freddy's
20450 SW Freeway . locations. One per guest, per visit. Some restrictions may apply. Expires 07/31/2020

~7= Beat the Summer heat at the ice cold

= Acrodrome lee Skating Complex!

Family Packs

FAMILY PACK SERVES UP TO 4 PEOPLE

XL FAMILY PACK SERVES UP TO 8 PEOPLE

ALL FAMILY PACKS SERVED WITH BAKED BEANS,
COLESLAW, CORKY’S ORIGINAL BBQ SAUCE & BUNS

1. MEMPHIS TRADITION

CHOOSE OUR FAMOUS PULLED PORK OR SMOKED BRISKET
FAMILY PACK: PORK $23.96 | BRISKET $39.96

XLFAMILY PACK: PORK $47.92 | BRISKET $79.92

2. DUELING SAUSAGES

MILD PORK SMOKED SAUSAGE OR BEEF & PORK JALAPENO
CHEDDAR SMOKED SAUSAGE, OR A COMBO OF BOTH

FAMILY PACK: MILD PORK $23.96 | JALAPENO CHEDDAR
$25.95 | COMBO $25.00

XL FAMILY PACK: MILD PORK $47.92 | JALAPENO CHEDDAR
$51.92 | COMBO $50.00

3. PITMASTER SPECIAL
ROTISSERIE-SMOKED CHICKEN PIECES & YOUR CHOICE OF
PULLED PORK OR SMOKED BRISKET

FAMILY PACK: MILD PORK $31.96 | BRISKET $39.96
® XL FAMILY PACK: MILD PORK $63.92 | BRISKET $79.92
4. BBQ LOVERS
OFF OUR WORLD-FAMOUS RIBS SERVED DRY, WET OR MUDDY &
YOUR CHOICE OF PULLED PORK OR SMOKED BRISKET

FAMILY PACK: PORK $55.96 | BRISKET $63.96

R I B S & B B Q XL FAMILY PACK: PORK $111.92 | BRISKET $127.92
® 5. TRIPLE THREAT
: _— — . !

. . [ .th( f L OUR WORLD-FAMOUS RIBS SERVED DRY, WET OR MUDDY,
! er offer. OUR ROTISSERIE-SMOKED CHICKEN PIECES & YOUR CHOICE
HOURS: 11AM - 8PM |7 DAYS A WEEK = -----------« - Rl O PULLED PORK OR BRISKET
FAMILY PACK: PORK $55.96 | BRISKET $119.92
XL FAMILY PACK: PORK $67.96 | BRISKET $135.92

25618 NORTHWEST FWY, CYPRESS, TX 77433 | CORKYSBBQ.COM/LOCATIONS/CYRESS € © @CORKYSCYPRESSTX
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~
NEEDSITOJKEERNOU
(©NJTHEIROAD,
Q
AN
bubb o 7
: le Chicke
éa b anh
1 1 1 mi
1 1 1
- - - FREE
1 1 1
1 1 1
| | | 4pc FRIED EGG ROLL
S ’ 9’ 99 ! $5 OFF ! 595 VALUE ! 599' 99 ($6.25 value. Must present coupon.
A/C Performance Check : SEMI-SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE : FREE DIAGNOSTIC : Coolant Flush Dine in only.)
We'll check for worn hosesand $ = OR = 1 W/ REPAIR 1 Replacing Coolant at
seal & test your system for | ’ 0 0 FF 1 Most cars/light trucks. With Regular Intervals can help
pressure leaks or contamination. coupon. Not valid with any revent over-heating and
Addilﬁznﬂ ;Ihﬂraes w z_PP'Y for : ANY FULL SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE : other Offersl-l Rfd:;‘m coupon : ps;s:enr:]uw:ros?:;.na:;
;Z.“ Red:eee(m“crg:pzrnil:nh:!ﬂ)lﬁ ! Moﬁ':”’ﬁigw""k"mﬁ'h -1 i the fobby. 1 cars/Light trucks. Redeem
not valid with any other offers. : I:e;l:elmvc:upz:z: th(:l:bl:;.s i : : Couponin Lobby.
Two Locations to Serve You
9807 Jones Rd. 12145 Perry Rd.
Houston, TX 77065 Houston, TX 77070 WMo
(281) 890-7100 (281) 477-8300 Jarvis Rd.
2
www.reliableautorepairs.com PHOBO 2 {Q
12312 Barker Cypress Rd. Ste. 1000 5?
Cypress, TX 77429 7N
phobohouston.com . 281-758-5269 7 %
S
N\

(max Value 6.99) With purchase of entree and beverage.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. (Coupon Code: Community Impact) Expires 7/31/20

'FREE APPETIZER

1960/290 2920 Spring Champions
12914 FM 1960 W Houston, TX 77065 4921 FM 2920 RD Spring, TX 77388 6107 FM 1960 W Houston, TX 77069
(281) 894-9221 (281) 288-9222 (281)895-9222

www.bluewaterseafoodonline.com
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N
A 38 YEAR HOUSTON TRADITION

\ J

i:+ C B D CYPRESS

CBED CILS o PAIN REUIEF o PET PRODUCTS o GUMMIES
7o' FIREWORKS AVAILABLE JUNE 24™-JULY 4™ g

ZOO/OOFF 281.655.4446 832-653-6830

ONE ITEM www.cbd-cypress.com
1 (Not valid with any other offer) Expires 7/1 512_020_‘: n (bOth ways &next to BUCGQS)

27126 HWY 290 Exit Mueschke

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Custond, is

HAPPY HOUR

\ Grant \\{?9 BRUNCH

Cypress N.

Houston/

Sundaes * Shakes * Malts * Concretes
Take-out Pints & Quarts

Creamier & Smoother than ice cream! PLEASE JOINUS! | PARTYROOMS

N AVAILABLE
Connie's Frozen Custard
\ 12545 Jones Rd. « 281-469-3444
www.conniesfrozencustard.com

\ . W
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COME ENJOY WEEKLY
DRINK SPECIALS ON
OUR OUTDOOR PATIO!

10% OFF WHEN YOU
SPEND $35 OR MORE

Must present offer to redeem, one coupon per table, expires 7/18/20

Call 281-213-4134 to place your order today!

25610 Hempstead Rd. | Cypress, TX 77429
(Behind Target Shopping Center)
281-213-4136 - www.cypresstrailhideout.com

$19.99

Cannot be combined with
any other offer or discount.
No cash value. Valid only at

17456 Northwest Freeway

- Jersey Village location.
Exp. 7/31/20.

WE CATER TO GUYS OF ALL AGES!

EASY & STYLISH CRAFTS FOR ALL AGES

[ ol POt
R TAKE & MAKE
*camP' DIY-TO-G0 KITS!

s\n“s‘ nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn SUMMER FUN
wﬂ"'%“ MATERIALS+

YARD GAMES
INSTRUCTIONS
4-DAY 1/2 DAY SESSIONS | 5 PROJECTS

|ONLY 6 KIDS /SESSION | + BONUS PROJECT ( .

TAKE $20 OFF A f—
L luly 6-9 AM/PM  4-day « 1/2 day session  OUR WORKSHOP IS OPEN FOR SMALL GROUPS!

LADIES NIGHT BIRTHDAY PARTIES
3,; luly 27-30 AM/PM USE CODE DATE NIGHT TEAM BUILDING EVENTS
CUSTOMER APPRECATION  VIRTUAL DIY EVENTS
2 Aug 10-13 AM |MFAETU|Y2“ “MAKE T FOR ME” SERVIGE YARD GAMES
] CODE EXPIRES 7/31/2020

ARWORKSHUP.carm, CYFRESS

N\

THE 4-4-40 DEAL

4 BURGERS & 4 BEERS TO-GO FOR $40

DRY
RUB SMOKED WINGS

FREE

@WWW.CREEKWOODGRILL.COM

ALL DAY TUESDAY!
12710 Telge Road, Cypress, TX 77429 < 281-746-6352
CREEKWOODGRILL.COM

Follow us on Facebook for live music
schedule & drink specials.

CY-FAIR EDITION « JUNE 2020

281-256-2239

www.joetheplumber.net

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!
FREE ESTIMATES * OPEN SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS!

LET JOE THE PLUMBER
SUPPLY AND INSTALL A
RHEEM 8 YEAR WARRANTY
WATER HEATER

200 OFF

*RESTRICTIONS APPLY. VALID MONDAY-FRIDAY. EXPIRES 7/15/2020

28 1 -256-2239 HOURS OR WEEKENDS!

HOUSTON, CYPRESS, HOCKLEY, MAGNOLIA, TOMBALL, SPRING, THE WOODLANDS

i1

MPL 13044




LIVE MUSIC & FRIDAY NIGHT KARAOKE

Owned and Operated by the City of Jersey Village

WE CAN'T WAIT TILL YOU COME SEE
ALL OUR IMPROVEMENTS!!!!

JUNIOR SUMMER GOLF CAMPS 8:00 am - 10:30 am

Ages 6-13 Monday - Thursday

* June 29-July 2 « Golf Swing - Etiquette - Rules

*July 6-9 » On-course experience

* August 3-6 « Each student will receive
personal hand sanitizer bottle

$150 per student

REGISTER NOW! | Pro Shop: (713) 896-0900
Email: jerseymeadowgoli@jerseyvillagetx.com

WE ARE THE NEW JERSEY MEADOW -
WE ARE A CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF COURSE!

$20 or More. Limit one coupon per visit.
Not valid with any other offers, no cash value. Tax and
gratuity not included. Exp. 7/25/20

8502 Rio Grande | Jersey Village, TX 77040 | 713-896-0900
www.jerseymeadow.com

U.S. FLOORS & REMODELING s

ONE STOP SHOPPING STORE...FULL KITCHEN & BATHROOM REMODELING %
CUSTOM REMODELING ¢ ITALIAN FAUX FINISH PAINTING « AND MORE! Wi velp*:

FOLLOW US ON f OR 2920ROADHOUSE.COM

questons | 22224 Northwest Fwy. . : . %
Houston . up to 36 months
Cypress, TX 77429 Financing available 0 /g
0 (Hwy. 290 at Telge Rd.) P P, P P [P, P, PP \
- - . Wood 1 HAND ‘' Carpet ' o 1 . i HAND i . ]
832-688-9022 | rookfite | Supes i CUPEL L Tyl i Gremite | Lol || Special |
" p ol L Gr24 e $769  13x13 i 5969 | H e e
www.usfloorsandremodeling.net | $999 i 69 ! s 1 $969 1 ¥ g | Pamslerss,
Mon-Fri. 10am—7pm | Sat 10am-5pm. : mém W2_ wp 11 M%m ! S | WM%';» § S )
q Open Sunday by appointment only. '\\ __________ y '\\___:1':‘_ _P:d_ ’/' '\\ __________ y '\\ __________ y '\\ __________ ; '\\ __________ ; '\\ __________ y
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YOUR HEALTH

IS A LOT OF THINGS.
THE ONE THING IT ISN'T,

IS ON HOLD.

No virus can weaken our mission.

At St. Luke’s Health, we're resuming the * Cleaning all our facilities to an enhanced extent

scheduling of appointments and procedures. * Limiting the number of visitors

. Requiring masks for all patients and staff

And we're doing it safely. Our thorough approach determines » Screening everyone entering our care sites
which procedures can safely be performed, where, and when. « Enforcing social distancing inside
These are the steps we're taking to make it happen: * Requiring COVID-19 testing prior to procedures

Staying on top of your health has never been more important, whether it’s an ongoing health concern, a routine
checkup, or a procedure. Don’t let social distancing stop you and don’t wait until it becomes an emergency.
Talk with your doctor about scheduling an appointment. For more information, visit us online

chistlukeshealth.org/here-always.

%St. Luke’'s Health

Here, always.

COMMUNITY

IMPACT

LOCAL. USEFUL. EVERYONE GETS IT.®




Houston-area foster care advocates worry of
unreported abuse, trauma toll amid COVID-19

BY ANNA LOTZ

With schools closed for much of the semester and
families encouraged to stay home, Houston-area
nonprofit leaders worry there will be a spike in
reports of abuse as coronavirus measures are lifted,
allowing groups to gather again.

Anticipating an uptick, local foster care advo-
cates said they have adapted operations to meet
needs amid the pandemic and are preparing for a
continued need of foster families.

“Once we start to get out again, people are going
to start saying things, and kids will start talking,”
said Arianne Riebel, director of adoption and foster
care services for Arms Wide Adoption Services in
Houston, an agency placing children into foster and
adoptive homes. “I think that’s when the reports
are going to start coming in more. That’s the major
reason why here we can’t slow down. They’re going
to need these homes for these kiddos in the future.”

Texas Department of Family and Protective
Services data shows schools contributed 15% of
abuse and neglect reports throughout the state in
fiscal year 2019, second to medical personnel for
the source of most reports in the state.

Further, foster care advocates said the coronavi-
rus pandemic and the resulting stay-home orders
and upended schedules only exacerbate the trauma
children in foster care have experienced.

“The fear and anxiety that we’re all feeling now...
that’s what these foster kids experience every day,”
said Ann McAlpin, executive director of CASA Child
Advocates of Montgomery County, which recruits
court-appointed advocates for children in foster
care. “We’re concerned that...all of this uncertainty
on top of all of the trauma and uncertainty that
they’ve already experienced is really going to
double the trauma.”

CY-FAIR EDITION « JUNE 2020

Anticipating needs

In DFPS Region 6—which spans 13 counties,
including Harris and Montgomery—approximately
2,400 children were in foster care in the month of
April, and the region included 2,000 foster homes,
Region 6 Media Specialist Tiffani Butler said.

She said as of mid-May the DFPS had not had
problems finding placements for children during
the pandemic, and the number of children removed
from homes was not unlike any other year.

“We’re a little bit concerned that we don’t have
actual eyes on the children because there’s a lot
that you get from nuance and seeing that you
don’t get from phone calls,” McAlpin said. “We’re
concerned that abuse that’s happening right now
might not be being reported. We have not seen a
downturn in the numbers, but those go up and
down year by year anyway.”

McAlpin said advocates are charged with talking
to everyone involved in the child’s case, including
teachers, psychiatrists and medical professionals,
as well as building a relationship with the child.
Without being able to meet the child in person
during the pandemic, advocates have resorted to
FaceTime or phone calls.

With teachers reporting a significant amount of
the abuse and neglect cases in the state, McAlpin
said she believes there will be a need for more
foster parents as well as child advocates to counter
the spike in reported abuse she anticipates once
children are able to see teachers again.

To help meet the anticipated demand for foster
families, Riebel said Arms Wide Adoption Services—
which serves Region 6—has adjusted its operations
to avoid delaying the licensing process for prospec-
tive families.

“I feel like more families are reaching out for the
licensing process. Honestly, I think it’s because
they’re home more and they have time to stop, do
the research, attend the meetings and all of that,”
she said.

Finger printing and fire inspections have been
difficult to complete as social distancing measures
have been enacted, Riebel said. However, Riebel
said Arms Wide has allowed families to attend
training sessions with everything but these few
items completed in the licensing process so as not
to delay the process further.

Home studies were also paused in April but
resumed in May with personal protective equip-
ment and social distancing, she said.

“We haven’t allowed this to delay any of our
process, because if it does, it will be delayed for the
rest of the year,” Riebel said.

Training sessions have also moved to live online
sessions for all portions but CPR and first aid, which
are being held one family at a time in person, she
said. The agency’s information meetings—usually

In fiscal year 2019, the top 5 reporters of abuse and
neglect were:

1 Medical personnel (18.6%)
2 School (15.3%)

3 Lawenforcement (12.8%)
4 Relative (9.1%)

5 Community agency (7.5%)

SOURCE: TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND PROTECTIVE
SERVICES/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

HOW TO REPORT

Reports of suspected abuse, neglect or exploitation
can be made online or by phone.

Texas Department of Family and Protective Services
Call the Texas Abuse Hotline: 1-800-252-5400

www.txabusehotline.org
(for non-urgent situations)

held in person—have gone virtual as well, she said,
and will continue virtually and in person to provide
families greater flexibility long term.

Adapting to COVID-19

Butler said the DFPS has also moved its visits
for families to be virtual when possible. In-person
visits are happening only at DFPS offices where
6-foot distancing is in place and spaces are sani-
tized before and after a family comes in.

To comply with guidelines, Montgomery Coun-
ty-based Love Fosters Hope has moved its over-
night camp for children in foster care to an at-home
camp, Executive Director Cindy Mericle said.

“Summer camps are a huge part of what we do,
and of course that’s been very much impacted by
the coronavirus,” she said.

In place of a June overnight camp, campers will
have camp at home, receiving packages, video
greetings, materials for a birthday cake, and arts
and crafts, Mericle said. Teen camps have been
rescheduled with tentative plans for July, pending
the availability of rapid COVID-19 testing.

In addition, the organization has kept up its
mentorship program remotely, Mericle said, and
sent packages to its foster families with gifts for
each child and the family to support them during
the extended time at home.

“It’s been a surprising blessing, even though
there’s so much bad stuff going on. Love Fosters
Hope has been primarily focused on the children
and the teenagers as they age out of foster care,”
Mericle said. “This really opened us up to caring for
the whole family, which I’'m kind of shocked that
we haven’t done that before, but we were so busy
doing what we were doing.”
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LET US FIXYOUR CAR
WHILE YOU STAY HOME

WE WILL GIVE YOU AN ESTIMATE IN YOUR DRIVEWAY
NO PERSONAL CONTACT NEEDED!

Sterling McCall Collision Center

of Versey Village

18700 Northwest Fwy., Houston, TX 77065
281.925.3280 | jerseyvillagecollision.com
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| Valid only Monday-Thursday & q9

Buy One Saturday for lunch or dinner.

o < Entree, o F F Limitrl pel?l transaction. Cannot be } o
4 Second combined with any other offer. }

b Entree is Dine in Only. Expires July 31, 2020 d
4 )
Soto’s Cantina | 10609 Grant Road Houston, Texas 77070
www.sotoscantina.com | 281-955-566/

HERE FOR YOU ¢ PRE-ORDER ONLINE OR CALL AHEAD!
DINE-IN, TAKEOUT, CURBSIDE PICKUP & DELIVERY OPTIONS

WE ARE UPEN!

FOR LUNCH, DINNER & SUNDAY BRUNCH!

WEDNESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY
VISIT US AT FRIOGRILL.COM TO VIEW OUR MENU AND ONLINE ORDERING.

$40! » GET IT WHILE IT LASTS!
PECAN CRUSTED CHICKEN, HOUSE SALAD
AND GARLIC BREAD

~

LIVE MUSIC

EVERY FRIDAY

& SATURDAY
NIGHT!

WV
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Register now for the
2020-2021 School Year!

We want to thank you for your support of our
local, family-owned business! Our staff is 1 | i i ion!
e g e | Register now for Summer Camp 2020! See our website for more information!
can to keep everyone employed.
Help us rebuild our local community - shop we Are 0pen!

$30 OR MORE ‘; and dine locally! We have missed your faces.

[
207655 North Houston B

T ‘ B

Cannot be combined with any
other offer. Expires 7/15/20

W wro proud o sewe
any time of duy/
' $5 OFF Any service

et FTE
With a minimum purchase of $25.00
Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Breakfast, B | Tammyand
LUﬂCh & iy rmysastdBEL RRESTFIUARTL Expires 7/31/2020
Cy-Fair Tomball Katy . 5
. 19811 14243 222 W. Grand ONE FREE Night Boarding
Dinner Northwest Fuy.  FM2920 - Parkway S S SR
281.890.5735 281.351.4060  832.913.3112 Y fers. Expies 73172020

RPN IR TR AR UV oY | SR )

H IFe
isrFese 1E 25

10% OFF

TOTAL
PURCHASE

EXCLUDES ALCOHOL
NOT VALID WITH LUNCH SPECIALS

WELCOME TO

(BREAKFAST

TRE THOMAS COMING SOON
8AM-1PM

ORIGINAL FOUNDER
SATURDAY & SUNDAY ONLY

ORDER ONLINE FOR CURBSIDE PICK-UP: ILOVETHESTATION.COM
27200 US-290, STE 160 | CYPRESS, TX 77433 | (832) 220-6662

BUY ONE
GET ONE 1/2 OFF FISH FILLET

ANY SEAFOOD BASKET ANY WAY YOU LIKE IT

ONE PER PERSON. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER ONE PER PERSON. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY.
OFFER. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. EXPIRES 7/15/20 SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. EXPIRES 7/15/20
FREE DELIVERY TO LIMITED AREA AFTER 4:30PM

9522 Huffmeister Rd #500, Houston TX 77095 | (832) 427-6380
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